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LA VERNE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

January-February 2020
2020 Theme: Live a God-Pleasing Life!
Happy New Year!

I send my warm greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our lord to all of my faith community. God may abundantly bless you and keep you with his grace and love this new year.
I would like to introduce the 2020 theme for the
ministry of our congregation, La Verne United
Methodist Church. It is “Live a God-Pleasing
Life.” I believe that as Christians, we are stewards
or managers of all the gifts God has given us.
This is quite a task, a task, frankly, that we, on our
own, are incapable of carrying out. Yet we don’t
have a choice; all Christians are called to be
stewards or managers. We are not left on our own,
though. The God who calls us equips us as well.
“Now may the God of peace, who through the
blood of the eternal covenant brought back from
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his
will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21)
To be God-pleasing stewards, we need God’s help. The Holy Spirit working in and through his Word changes
us into new people who become God-centered rather than self-centered people.
Because of what God has given to us and done for us through Christ, we live with new perspectives and priorities. God-pleasing stewards are devoted to pleasing and praising him.
During the year 2020, we will work together for many ways that we please God through our faithful services.
As a God-pleasing steward, I encourage you to . . . .
•

Live with the Word of the Lord as their authority and claim God’s promises.

•

Live God-directed, rather than self-directed, lives.

•

Seek the presence and strength of the Lord.

(article continued from page 1)
•

Follow the ways of the Lord.

•

See others as people loved by God.

•

Serve faithfully in church, family, and community.

•

Give generously.

•

Develop their gifts and talents.

•

See the hand of the Lord as their support.

•

See the grace of the Lord as their supply.

•

Handle their resources wisely and prudently.

•

Help those in need.

May God strengthen our ministry for the church and God’s people!!
Peace be with you always,
Pastor Park

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2020 Membership List
Chairperson: Matthew Taylor
Sylvia Bratincevic
Joyce De Leon
James Domingo
Chris Eboure
Bjorg Elonai
Don Fankhauser
Edna Lardizabal
Romeo Lardizabal
Daniel Magtoto
Valerie Nieves

Babe Ortega
Joshua Ortega
Leo Ortega Sr.
Rachel Ortega
Ben Pangilinan
Alma Roberts
Janice Stearns
Deirdre Taylor
Marcia Townsend

Church Work Day– Saturday, January 11 beginning at 9:00 a.m.

EVERYONE NEEDED! AT ALL CHURCH WORK DAY
This Saturday, January 11, starting at 9:00, or earlier if you want, you are invited to take part in an All Church
Work Day, to get our campus ready for the new year.
*The Christmas decorations need to be packed away and stored in the attic.
*There are weeds to pull in the garden around the Pergola.
*There are piles of things to be picked up and carried to the dumpster from the back parking, gardening area.
* The church kitchen needs to be wiped down and the refrigerator cleaned.
* If time allows there is weeding and raking to do in the front Memorial garden
Don your work duds, bring your gloves and any tools you prefer. There will be coffee and snacks for all ages
of workers. COME JOIN THE FUN!

Preschool Advisory Council Meeting– Tuesday, January 14 at 11:30
Christmas Institute– Sunday, January 19
Church Council Meeting– Sunday, January 26 following worship
United Methodist Women– Tuesday, January 28 at 7:00 p.m.

LEARN ABOUT COLLEGE STUDENTS AND STARVATION
No, you didn’t misread the title. Today, many college students have to make choices about purchasing food or
lab equipment, or choose between housing and books. In our community (Cal Poly, APU, Mt. Sac) there are
students going without food, or having very limited diets and sleeping in cars. Fran Robertson of Tri-City
Mental Health and Sowing Seeds for Life will be with us to tell us about a new program, The Mobile Pantry,
that is servicing our local college students in need. Everyone one is invited, men included, you don’t need to
be a “member” of UMW, 7:00 P.M. in Marshall Hall.

2020 Leadership Sunday– Sunday, February 2

We will officially welcome our 2020 Church Leadership during the worship service.

THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU!

Do you like music, like to sing, or hum along? Our Choir is always welcoming new singers.
We rehearse after the worship service and Fellowship time, usually 11:35
- 1:00, then again on Sunday mornings at 9:25 - 9:50. We would love to have you join us. We have
lots of fun as we do serious work to prepare for the upcoming worship services.
Do you like to study, to learn new things, to be challenged to grow in your faith? Then join us for
Sunday morning Bible study at 8:30 A.M. Yes, there is always coffee waiting for you as you pass by
the kitchen on your way to the north Sunday School Room. Our current Unit is Promise, with a January focus on Covenant.

HELP US TO BE A GREEN CHURCH

Your contributions of plastic bottle and cans has helped to send 6 youth and young adults to Christmas Institute. Winter Camp is coming up, so keep those cans and bottles (always empty) coming
in. And thank you for avoiding plastic and always using paper plates and cups!!!

MEET THE WORSHIP TEAM FOR 2020

Each month we want to introduce you to one of our “working teams” that carry on the work of and
programs for the church. This month we focus on the new Worship Team, chaired by Edna Lardizabal and including: Fe Prudente, Rhoda Bustamante, Rubin Domingo, Caleb Russell, Alma Roberts. If you have any concerns or ideas for our worship together share them with any of these team
members.
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