
                  
   
 

      LA VERNE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH          

   January-February 2021 Newsletter 

The Voice 

2021. . . Another Blessed Year! 
 

Dear beloved brothers and sisters, 

 

Halleluiah! I send my warm greetings to all of you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Some nations where 
the lunar calendar is used for the observation of traditional festivals call the New Year 2021 as the year of the 
Ox. According to the Chinese zodiac, a repeating cycle of 12 years, that forecasts 12 zodiac animal signs of 
Taoist astrology, the year of the ox is symbolically considered to be diligence, dependability, strength, and 
determination. Some people simply say that it is “slow,” but “powerful.”  

 

 

When some people think about an ox, what comes to their mind 
could be countryside cows, commercial cows, Spanish bulls, color-
fully imaged bulls for sport logos, and so on.  

 

When I lived in Manhattan, New York city, my friends and I once 
went to the financial street to see the Charging Bull. I saw them 
touching and grabbing some parts of the bronze sculpture and being 
looked as if they wish for something. While we were coming back 
on a subway, I asked them, “hey, what did you guys do. Did you      

    pray to the dead brawny buuull?’ “No, we didn’t of course,” one  
    Of them replied, “we wished we could be wealthy this year!”  

They seemed to know well that the sculpture of the bull us a symbol of aggressive financial optimism and 
prosperity. 
 

 

Among those whom I like the Korean artist, Jung-Seob Lee 
(1916-1956)’s paintings, his “White Ox” has deeply impressed 
me. The google uses this painting for one of its 2021 logos.   
The “White Ox” symbolizes colonized nations and their people 
who suffered from the Japanese Empire. Although they were 
exploited by the empire in many ways and so looked like a 
scrawny ox, they did not lose their spirit and pride. In the    
painting, the “White Ox” looks so thin and skeletony, but    
powerful and vigorous. 

 

(article continued to page 2) 

Arturo Di Modica, Charging Bull (1989) 

Jung-Seob Lee, White Ox (1954) 

  



(article continued from page 1) 

 

In the new year 2021, we may undergo some difficulties in many ways such as a lack of financial resources, 
slow recovery from the coronavirus pandemic more than we can expect, outright national division, our de-
nominational split, awkward and unexpected forms of in-person meeting after the pandemic, and so on. In this 
year, however, we will also experience how God heals the sick world powerfully and gratefully. Although an 
ox walks slowly, he leaves deep footprints in the dry and hard earth. As an ox plows deep in the furrow, I be-
lieve that God’s work and His response to our prayers will surely be powerful. 

 

In Psalm 3: 1-8, the King David desperately prays to God for saving him from his enemies. In his prayer,    
David gives several trustable expressions to God such as “answers me,” “sustains me,” and “deliver me.”  

 

 Here, is the prayer of the King David. 

 

 
1 Lord, how many are my foes! Psalm 
    How many rise up against me! 
2 Many are saying of me, 
    “God will not deliver him.”  
3 But you, Lord, are a shield around me, 
    my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 
4 I call out to the Lord, 
    and he answers me from his holy mountain. 
5 I lie down and sleep; 
    I wake again, because the Lord sustains me. 
6 I will not fear though tens of thousands 
    assail me on every side. 
7 Arise, Lord! 
    Deliver me, my God! 
Strike all my enemies on the jaw; 
    break the teeth of the wicked. 
8 From the Lord comes deliverance. 
    May your blessing be on your people. 

 

Let us faithfully trust the Lord that our Lord surely “answer us, sustain us, and deliver us” from the pandemic 
in this another blessed year 2021. Like an ox, his work LOOKS SLOW, BUT SURELY POWERFUL. 

 

 

In God’s service, 

 

Pastor Park 

 

 
 

 
 

Pastor’s Job for the year 2021 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WHAT IS YOUR  
#1 RESOLUTION FOR 2021 

 

Don’t discount what you can learn from Televi-
sion.  There was lots of good advice coming out 
through the news shows on New Year’s Eve 
day.  One program had the hosts sharing 
their resolutions.  One stated that it was 
a hope for empathy for all.  How important in 
our present state of the coronavirus and general 
disunity, it is for us to have empathy for our   
fellow citizens - fellow humans all over the 
world.  Another introduced 6 faith leaders      
representing Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,       
Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, Reformed 
Judaism.  Each leaders statement could have 
been said by any devout Christian.   

 

We are really more alike than we 
are different.   

 
Each expressed the need for hope, and for the 
understanding that there is light in the world and 
the darkness will not overcome it.  Is that not the 
Christmas     message?  Finally, one com-
ment caught my attention and I wrote it down, 
“Caring for others reveals the best version of 
ourselves.”  And they questioned Jesus, “When 
did we see you hungry….naked….in prison?” 
And Jesus answered, In as much as you did it for 
the least of these….you did it for me!” 

 
CONFIRMATION TEACHES THE 

BASIC BELIEFS OF  
UNITED METHODISM  

Our Confirmation Class for 2020 was cut short when the 
pandemic hit, but we are starting up again January 10,17,24, 
and 31, with the youth being received into membership 
on February 7th.  When meeting last Spring we were able to 
visit the several locations where our local church existed 
since its beginning  in 1887.  Then getting acquainted with 
John Wesley’s life and travels, we began to explore be-
liefs.  Of course, United Methodists adhere to the ma-
jor beliefs of Christianity, but there are some uniquely UM 
beliefs or slants on beliefs. 
   
1) The Quadrilateral - Gives us a format for discovering 
truth.  It begins with Scripture, then adds lessons 
from Tradition, our own Experience, and our God-
given ability to Reason. 
 
2) Prevenient Grace - This is an understanding that God’s 
grace and love are available to us even before we know 
about God or have let God into our life.  Prevenient 
Grace is then followed by Justifying Grace and Sanctifying 
Grace.  Holiness, which comes with Sanctifying Grace was 
so important to John Wesley.  But, it was not a holiness that 
was to be kept to ourselves.  It needed to be Social Holi-
ness, from which comes our social consciousness and social 
justice stand. 
 
3) Christian Perfection - not a unique UM belief but is one 
valued by our denomination.  We are all to be on the road 
to perfection   This is not perfection in deeds but in love.   
 
In addition to these salient beliefs, the Conformation class 
will look at their own belief system and will write out their 
own creeds - what they believe about God, about Jesus, 
about the Holy Spirit.  How but you?  If you were a part of 
the class could  you express your creed?  At the start of this 
new year, it might be very valuable for you to do just 
that.     

Sowing Seeds for Life Food Distribution 

NEW LOCATION: Charisma Life Church  

305 East Arrow Hwy, Pomona 91767 

January 20, 2021 from 8:00-12:00 p.m.  

First 500 cars will be served and trunk of car 

must be able to open in order to receive food. 



 
 

FOCUSING ON OUR NONAGENARIANS (90 YEAR OLDS) 
 

We are blessed to have several members of our church in their nineties.  We are focusing on them 
here. 

 
 

Gwen Leonard - 94 
Gwen is officially our senior elder - a little respect, please!  During her time with our church, Gwen 
has held nearly every leadership position possible, as well as teaching the Sunday Morning Bible 
Study.  After working as a supervisor of escrows for Home Savings and Loan, casing her to travel 
all over the country, she spent several year’s volunteering as a Forest Fire lookout - one where you 
hiked into the forest to find the lookout tower and climbed up  the ladder to get in.  She has also 
served on the boards of David and Margaret Home, and McKinley Boys Home.  What many may 
not know is that Gwen is an author and  has completed several short stories.  With her vision im-
paired, and the current virus still raging, Gwen is mostly at home, but enjoys visiting by phone.   

Advice: “Trust the Lord and keep a sense of humor, the Lord does." 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Therese Lavoie - 93 
Therese came to be a part of our church family 4 years ago.  She jumped right in and became ac-
tive in UMW, in Choir, and in our book studies.  She is French Canadian, originally from Quebec, 
fluent in French,  and has taught French.  During her life she has worked in her family’s funer-
al  home in Quebec doing makeup for the deceased, she’s operated a child-care business, and 
sung in numerous opera’s and musicals.  Therese came to the US in 1963 and has lived in several 
foothill communities - Ontario, Upland, Montclair, Rosemead, and La ‘Verne.  She refers to her cur-
rent home as “Ma Petit Cottage. 

Advice: “Take life day by day, and always thank God for everything that you have or encounter." 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Evelyn DeLeon - 90 (on January 16) 
Evelyn is the newest member of the nonagenarians, turning 90 this month.  She and her husband, 
Dr. Jose DeLeon, moved separately to the US from the Philippines before becoming acquainted 
here n the US.  They had  5 children, one  best known by LVUMC, is daughter Joyce, our current 
Finance Chair. Before retiring, when the family moved to La Verne from the East in 1978, Evelyn 
worked as a medical technician, drawing blood, and working in pharmacies.   She is very active in 
UMW and faithfully supports our church’s outreach with donations of food throughout the year, and 
toiletries which she gathers from her travels. Having joined the La Verne church in 1978, Evelyn 
and family are among those holding the longest membership of our current members.  

Advice:  “Pray constantly, Pray for health and strength, Pray to the Lord" 
 
 
 
 



 

Hello and Happy New Year from your Task Force 

 

As we reflect back on this past year and the amazing strides we made to remain connected to both 
God and to one another, we are overcome with joy and appreciation for our dedicated church     
leaders.  

 

Once COVID lockdown hit and indoor services were suspended our Worship Team quickly switched 
gears to ensure that a Sunday worship service video was available to our members. In preparation 
for these videos, Pastor and the team would meet during the week to record the various parts of the 
service then Pastor would hit the editing room to create a wonderful at home Sunday Worship      
experience; making us feel as if we were still together. It is with Pastor’s ingenuity to learn how to 
edit videos and the church members providing special music, special messages or serving as     
worship leaders that these videos were a success in keeping us connect to one another and to God.  

 

Soon enough plans were in motion to begin in-person worship service with new rules and regula-
tions. With our beautiful church lawn as the background, foreground and ground zero for this to take 
place our Task Force was hard at work creating a safe experience for all to enjoy. Each morning 
team members would sanitize the tables and chairs to set up for the outdoor service. Chairs are 
placed at least 6 feet apart, our check-in area is set up to allow an easy flow and after the service, 
members work together to put away the chairs and disinfect the worship service items.  

 

One thing remains true, our church is not only a building, but it is the people that make La Verne 
UMC such a special place. Please continue to wear your masks, wash your hands and practice your 
distancing so we can continue to share God’s love and word. 

 

Edna Lardizabal 

Task Force Member 



 

Grateful for our 

LVUMC Family 



La Verne United Methodist Church 

3205 D Street 

La Verne, CA 91750 

_______________________ 

Office: (909)593-2013 

Pastor: Rev. Min-Kyu Park, Ph.D. 

 

laverneumc@gmail.com 

Outdoor Worship ~ 10:00 a.m. 

Online Service uploaded every Sunday ~ 7 p.m. 

www.lvumc.org 

 

 

Return Service Requested  

 
 

Those impacted by Covid-19 
 

Rex Schriefer 
 

L. Connie Brown, David Fitzsimons,  Alec Guest,  
Cristina Hernandez, Barbara Jackson,  JoAnne Jackson, 
Tomiko Kitani, Rey Martin,  Jeanette Rice, Percy Salta, 

Helen and Ken Sandelo,  April Shackelford,  
Jennifer Simpson, Ron Stearns, David Svatos,    

Larry Weeden, all our seniors, especially those confined 
at home, our preschool/Infant Center teachers and     
students, and all students who are back in school  

 

 

 

 

Scan our QR Code to 

take you directly to 

our website 
 
 
 

 
 


