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Easter . . . God Never Stops Seeking Us 

Dear beloved brothers and sisters, 

I send my warm greetings to all of you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

We have brought many concerns into 2021. Many have died from the coronavirus. Many political upheaval, 
social strife, economic instability, and global warming has been common subjects which people have talked in 

their daily lives. We have also heard that many people in the Myanmar 
have been killed by Myanmar’s military junta; North Korea has recently 
threatened its neighboring counties by testing its ballistic missiles; hate 
crimes in the U.S. have risen to the highest level in more than a decade; 
and gun violence in America has been at crisis point.  

 

Where can we find hope for the peace and reconciliation of the world in 
these harrowing situations? I have sometimes felt fear and frustration and 
couldn’t help sighing about them.  

 

While I decorated a Christmas tree with my family last year, I saw that Rachel was hanging a hilarious 
COVID-19 themed ornament on the tree. I asked, “What? Why are you doing that? I need no more COVID!  
Please. . .!” She answered with a smile. “Daddy, when people think about the coronavirus, I am all certain that 
all those thoughts are negative thoughts. Of course the coronavirus has killed thousands of lives and affected 
those all around the globe. However, after making this model for my microbiology course I came to wonder 
about the complexities and beauties of this structure. Through learning about the structure and intricate        
designs of the coronavirus, I was able to get another glimpse of God’s beautiful creation.” “Wow, . . .!          
So  theological,” I replied. 
 
Yes, THERE IS GOD! No matter where we are and how we have suffered from serious situations that we 
have never experienced, God is here and there with us always. King David also sings God’s everlasting    
presence in his Psalm 137:7-10.  

Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 

If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 

 
                                                                                                                                (article continued to page 2) 



(article continued from page 1) 

When God walks with us together today, God speaks His truth into our soul and helps us get done what God 
wants done. God is the secret strength of every person’s life. 

 

Some of us may raise a question that if God is always with us, how about 
the Saturday, the day Jesus stayed dead and kept silent? What did he do 
right before Easter? Can we say that the Saturday is the only day when 
God was not with us? As we can see the Apostle’s Creed, however, the 
early church answered the question with the doctrine of the harrowing of 
hell, even though it is not in the Gospel record.  

 

 This doctrine is the belief that in between his death and resurrection 
Christ descended to hell and broke its very gates to redeem the dead.       
It makes complete sense given what Jesus came to earth to do.  

 

 

 

He came to restore our broken relationship with God, open his arms wide for all people in forgiveness,        
and call all people out of darkness into divine light. On the Saturday, Jesus even worked for restoring and 
gathering those who were in the deep darkness of death into the great now of the kingdom of heaven. 

 

In the 19th Century, Francis Thompson (1859-1907), an English poet and Catholic mystic, wrote an inspira-
tional poem, “The Hound of Heaven.”  

I FLED Him, down the nights and down the days; 
I fled Him, down the arches of the years; 
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways 

Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears 
I hid from Him, and under running laughter. 

 

“Him” here is God, who pursues a sinner by His loving grace. Thompson    
describes that God continues to hunt us down with a divine love that is fierce 
and urgent. As not a predator but a tremendous lover,” however, God seeks us 
to make us safe and to free us from our fears in the darkest valley of life.  

 

As King David and Thompson praise above, our God will follow us anywhere 
no matter where we are in the farthest limits of the sea, in Sheol itself, and in 
the storms within our troubled soul. He wants to shelter all of us and protect us 
and redeem us from things that make us suffer. 

 

Likewise, brothers and sisters! Easter Sunday is all celebration of the resurrec-
tion that enables us once and for all to live out our lives here in a sure and   

certain hope. Our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is love itself will not stop, not even the gates of hell, to find us and 
make us whole and brings us home. This is very good news that Easter brings to us. “Thank you Lord for your 
everlasting Love!”  

 

Happy Easter! 

Pastor Park 

The Harrowing of Hell, Petites Heures 
De Jean de Berry, 14th century 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

YOUR HELP NEEDED  
IN DECORATNG FOR EASTER 

 
Once again you will have a chance to      
purchase an Easter Lily in honor or in 
memory of someone.  Being outside for  
worship, we are looking for ways to lift up 
the lilies so that they can be easily seen.     
If you have a flower pot stand that lifts the 
pots off of the ground and would be willing  
to loan it for the Easter service, please let 
the Church Office, 909-593-2013, or Alma 
Roberts,  909-392-0292 know.  Put your 
name on the stand and bring it to the church 
Wed, Thurs, or Fri. before Easter.   
 

 
THANK YOU!!! 

 
 

SYMBOLS OF HOLY   
(PASSION) WEEK) 

  
 Since we cannot join together for all of the tra-
ditional events of Holy Week  we will be sharing the 
symbols of the week on the altar for Palm Sunday.  
We will have palm branches for all of the worship par-
ticipants on Palm Sunday, March 28.  Also on the altar 
will be a wash basin and towel and the cup and bread 
of the Last Supper.  A crown of thorns and the color 
black will represent Good Friday. 
 
 A special Maundy Thursday Service will  be 
provided, with many members participating, and 
shared on line on Thursday, April 1.  (That gives new 
meaning to April Fool’s Day.  It was God who fooled 
us all with the glorious resurrection on Easter, April 4.)  
 

 

Order an Easter Lily! 

In Honor or in Memory of a Loved One 

 

Your Name:  ______________________________________ 

Number of plants requested:_____________ ($10.00 each)  

In Honor of: _______________________________________ 

                         ______________________________________ 

In Memory of: ______________________________________ 

                                                                                                            ______________________________________ 

Plants will be on display Easter morning. You’re welcome to take your lily with you as you leave.  



 
WELCOME TO JELLO, JASMINE, JESSICA, JANELLE, STEPHEN, ABIGAIL! 

and JESS AND EUNICE MEDINA 
 
A week ago at our outdoor worship we welcomed 8 new members into our church family, 
six members of the Confirmation class and 2 by reaffirmation of faith from another church 
family.   
 
Believe it or not, our 6 week  Confirmation class started one year ago.  We had to close 
down twice because of Covid, and finally finished one year later.  During our six sessions 
we visited the several locations of LVUMC since it began 134 years ago, as a home church 
here in La Verne.   We learned about our founder John Wesley and Methodism’s early    
history in England and the United States.  We found the “Quadrilateral” to be helpful in    
determining truth. We came to understand that “Christian Perfection” meant becoming    
perfect in love.  Then it was on to understanding the three stages of grace  - Prervenient, 
Justifying, and Sanctifying.  Gaining understanding about the Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit - came  to be challenging and the class was able to share both beliefs and still        
unanswered questions which you will read below. Each student was given a sponsor, 
someone to whom they can go with questions about their faith and living the Christian life 
daily.  As members of the church family we all have the responsibilty of helping our new 
confirmands to find those aswers.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
A Statement of Beliefs and Questions from the Confirmation class, 2020-2021 

 
 
I believe in God.  I believe God is POWERFUL, God is GOOD and GENEROUS, God is 
LOVE.  I believe God NEVER HATES, DOES NOT HAVE FAVORITES, and God         
FORGIVES. I know God  IS LOVE! 
 
Still I wonder WHY God CREATED US.  I  wonder IF I AM CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE, is 
God a PERSON like me?  Is it possible that  God ALWAYS LISTENS when i pray?  Is God 
STILL ACTIVE today? 
 
I believe in Jesus.  I believe Jesus is AMAZING.  He is our TEACHER, our ROLE MODEL, 
our HEALER, our SAVIOR.   Jesus is SELFLESS, he DOESN’T JUDGE, he DOESN’T  
DISCRIMINATE, he DOES FORGIVE.   
 
I do wonder HOW JESUS PERFORMED HIS MIRACLES.  I wonder if WHILE ON EARTH, 
DID JESUS DOUBT HIS FATHER GOD.  Why did he TAKE TIME TO TEACH US?   I do 
wonder WHEN JESUS WILL RETURN, or HAS IT ALREADY HAPPENED?  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit. I believe the Holy Spirit is GOD’S PRESENCE WITH US, and 
that IT HAS BEEN SINCE THE BEGINNING.  The Spirit is  OUR PROTECTOR and our 
CONSCIENCE. 
 
Because the Spirit is NOT VISIBLE, as a person is, I wonder sometimes IF THE SPIRIT IS 
WITH US AT ALL TIMES.   I also wonder WHY THE HOLY SPIRIT IS SO DIFFICULT TO 
UNDERSTAND.  



Greetings! Our last update ended with: ”Our 
church is not only a building, but it is the people 
that make La Verne UMC such a special place…. 
continue to share God’s love and word.” 
 

As the Task Force continues to follow guidance 
by the State, Los Angeles County, local govern-
ment and our Methodist Church, we are looking 

forward to gathering indoors again. We also continue to take a considered and cautious approach 
that prioritizes the health of our members and visitors.  
 

The Task Force continues to meet regularly, generally every other week. We do not take this        
responsibility lightly. We would love to have the entire congregation, as able, experience our Lenten 
season traditions together. But we are sensitive to the need for everyone to do their part to help    
our immediate and broader communities flatten and/or erase the curve of this pandemic—most          
importantly, to keep each other safe.  
 

Fortunately, Pastor Park, staff and the Task Force have done a wonderful job of planning worship 
services and related events for the Lenten season (and beyond).  Please keep checking the church 
website for updates. 
 

Even though we won’t be able to gather inside the church 
until after Easter, sometime, we will still be able to share our 
faith and traditions with one another in a meaningful way in 
the best way safely possible. The Task Force is conducting 
a very simple survey to get your thought/opinion on “Indoor 
or Outdoor Sunday Worship.” It contains three simple ques-
tions of which you will choose the one that you best believe/
choose—there are NO wrong answers! Thank you for taking 
the time, after all, you ARE a key part of this congregation, 
and your opinion IS IMPORTANT! 
 

The Task Force will continue to meet and do it’s best to bring everyone back together. When we 
next meet, with God’s blessings, a significant number may have been vaccinated. YOUR Task 
Force will be in prayer for you, our World, our community, and our congregation. We are here and  
in ministry for you! We continue to pray and work as a group of faith and will all work toward our 
common goal: to worship together, indoors, safely and to continue to grow in God’s Word and Faith. 
 

Peace and Joy, 
Sylvia Bratincevic 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
LENTEN BOOK STUDY, THE WALK, CONCLUDES 

 

Once again a book by Adam Hamilton, The Walk, was selected for our Lenten  book study.  
It has been a challenging time as we studied 5 essential  Practices of the Christian life.     
We didn’t just learn about being a Christian, but instead how to live the Christian life.      
We looked at Worship and Prayer, Study, Service, Gifts, and Sharing (Witness).  As Daniel  
mentioned in class, “It was like having to look in a mirror.”  More from the book and class will 
be shared as the morning message the week after Easter, April 11, when Pastor will take a 
very deserved few days vacation.   



OUR COMPLETED CAMPUS PROJECT LIST IS GROWNING!!!! 
                              These were all on our “To Do List” and have now been completed 

 

• The two big trees in the NW corner of the lot.  

• The nuisance tree by the neighbor’s trash can on north end.  

• Prune the big Chinese Elm outside the pre-school.  

• The two trees and all the bushes behind the pergola.  

• The tree at the corner of the wall at the pre-school yard.  

• The two small trees between the C Van and the Marshall Hall back wall.  

• The Bottle Brush tree next to the main water valve.  

• Stump in the campground, that was tearing the wall down.      

• The big stump in the middle of Horse Flats ground down and killed. 

• The mess in the NW corner of the Roundup Grounds. 

Replace Office Computer 
 

Redo women’s restroom 
 

Clean up mess in front of Strawberry Shed and adjacent tree. 
Clean up debris around Strawberry field.  
Clean up mess in Strawberry Shed workshop. 
Clean up and dispose of wood scraps all over shed area.  
 
Sort out rocks and asphalt from Roundup Grounds. 
Clean up north fence line in Roundup Grounds. 
Clean up trash all over Roundup Grounds.  
Smoothen out Campground surface so it can be mowed. 
 
Replace main water valve coming into campus. 
Replace diversion valve in front of Marshall Hall. 
Replace defective sprinkler heads in lawn. 
Replace old defective water line coming off D Street across campus. 
 
Replace rotted-out door off pre-school office.   
Replace latches on pre-school cupboards. 
Trim doors in pre-school so they will open and close.  
Replace toilet in pre-school. 
 
Manicure D Street frontage around Memorial Garden 

Grateful for our 

LVUMC Family 



 



La Verne United Methodist Church 

3205 D Street 

La Verne, CA 91750 

_______________________ 

Office: (909)593-2013 

Pastor: Rev. Min-Kyu Park, Ph.D. 

 

laverneumc@gmail.com 

Outdoor Worship ~ 10:00 a.m. 

Online Service uploaded every Sunday ~ 7 p.m. 

www.lvumc.org 

 

 

Return Service Requested  

WHAT TIME IS IT?  

IT IS TIME FOR WORSHIP! 

 
Is it the relaxed nature of being outside that keeps 
us from arriving on time on Sunday?  Whatever it 
is,  we need to work together to be present for the 
start of worship.  After the bell rings, the Prelude is 
the time for our individual, inner preparation for the 
worship of God.  Early in the service is the Prayer of 
Confession and the Assurance of Pardon,  
something we each individually need each 
week.  Our worship is a time to Praise the God who 
created us, to learn from the God who teaches and 
guides us through Jesus teachings and the         
presence of the Holy Spirit.  Being present for ALL 
of worship is a way we honor God.  Of course,     
everyone can be held up by a phone call, traffic,      
a personal concern.  But we all can take an interest 
in arriving on time to praise God and to worship with 
our church family.   
 

Think  of it as an appointment with God! 

 

 

Scan our QR Code to 

take you directly to 

our website 
 
 
 

 
 


