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        Fulfilling God’s Purpose: Theme of 2022 
 

“Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord,  

and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit.  

All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better.” 

(Colossians 1:10. NLT) 

Peace be with you! I send my warm greetings to all members of my church community. I thank God for giving us another 
year and blessed faith community as God's gifts.  

 

Last year, we focused our theme for ministry on "Excel in the Grace of Giving," as inspired by the passage 2 Corinthians 
8:3-5. It was indeed a blessing for us to witness how we faithfully lived our Christian lives in the grace of giving and how 
God abundantly provided for all our needs. For 2022, I would like to introduce a ministry theme, "Fulfilling God's Pur-
pose," with a verse from Colossians 1:10, as shown above. God's purpose means God's plan or God's Will for our life and 
our church. The scripture tells us that it is honoring and pleasing to the Lord, bearing every kind of good fruits, and grow-
ing in our knowledge of God.  

 

How can we fulfill God's purpose for this year? I want to share with you six Christian lifestyles Parish Publish-
ing describes. They aim at how Christians can fulfill God's purpose in their everyday lives. 

1. Lifestyle of Stewardship 

Our stewardship is the expression of our faith as we manage our lives and resources for God's purposes. It is the wise 
management of who we are and all we have. In a lifestyle of stewardship, we commit our lives, gifts, and resources to 
serve the Lord and fulfilling his will for our lives. "Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is" (Ephesians 5:17). 

Being a Christian steward involves the way we view life, our whole human vocation, the ordering of our lives, and the 
deployment of all of God's blessings. 

Jesus said, "Here I am . . . I have come to do your will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7). Just as Jesus came to do his Father's will, 
we are also called to do God's will. "Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says." (James 1:22). 

Because our sinful nature no longer controls us, our lifestyles reflect the presence of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Our minds are set on doing what the Spirit desires. Through the working of the Ho-
ly Spirit, we are taught to put off the "old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful de-
sires . . . and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holi-
ness" (Ephesians 4:22-23). 

 

2. A Lifestyle of Devoting to God 

Devotion can be expressed at every level and in every activity of life. As Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians, "So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory 
of God" (1 Corinthians 10:31). Likewise, as God's children, we can rejoice that even our 
most mundane tasks can be dedicated to God. 



(continued from page 1)        
 

3. A Lifestyle of Giving 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church of Corinth: ". . . see that you also excel in the grace of giving" (2 Corinthians 8:7). 
God's will for us is not only that we should be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), but also that we should be sanctified... live a faith-
ful Christian life (Ephesians 4:1).  

 

In Christ, we can stop putting our self-interests first and seek to give and share people. We offer because we are saved 
by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. In faith, we want to give generously and cheerfully. 

 

4. A Lifestyle of Serving 

Jesus, our Lord, gave us a perfect model of service to follow. He faithfully served his 
heavenly Father and all people. Jesus did not come to be served, but to serve (Matthew 
20:28). He calls us into servanthood not just because others need our service but because 
of what he wants to do in and for us through our serving. In serving others, God blesses 
those who serve as well as those who are served. 

 

5. A Lifestyle of Witnessing 

As people of God's grace, we have been chosen and called to be his mouths, feet, and hands to help seek and save the 
lost (Luke 19:10). Paul tells us, "So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we en-
treat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God" (2 Corinthians 
5:20).  

 

Knowing that God "desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4), we have a great privilege 
and responsibility as Christ's ambassadors. "Now it is required that 
those who have been given a trust must prove faithful" (1 Corinthians 
4:2).  

 

With the Holy Spirit working in and through us, we can faithfully and 
boldly proclaim the Gospel to those around us. The Apostle Paul tells 
us that we should share our faith so that we "will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in 
Christ" (Philemon 6). 

 

6. A Lifestyle of Walking Humbly with God 

Micah 6:8 says, ". . . what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?"  

 

God's unconditional love for us, which "sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins" (1 John 4:10), becomes our 
best encouragement to walk humbly with God in obedience born of love and our motivation to fulfill God's purpose! 

 

Every day and every year we live is a priceless gift of God. Let us not waste our moments with God in this year but ful-
fill God's purpose in our faithful lifestyles that are meaningful and good in the sight of God.  

 

In Christ’s love and grace, 

 

Pastor Park 



 
Larry Wedeen and I would talk on the phone for years, 
every week.  We loved to talk about things happening in 
our church and the wonderful members that participated in 
LVUMC.   Some times talking  about those who went to be 
with our Lord.   Carolyn Hertz our organist,  Glen  and Dor-
othy Hall and Phyliss Boggs.  We mentioned the past pas-
tors moving on to other churches and if I had seen they 
recently, I replied yes I had and what they were doing…. 
  
I remember when we were in church Larry sat across the 
aisle and he would wave to me and I would smile and 
wave back.  When he couldn’t come anymore I missed him 
and that is why we decided to keep in touch by phone 
each week….  He lived in a mobile home on fruit street in La Verne.  On the phone I always kidded 
about his birthday that was in our church book and his always saying   “I have never  had a birth-
day”  
  
When he left his mobile home park,  I was told he moved to a nursing home.  I felt bad because 
even though I tried to locate him even calling   City of West Covina they could not help me find 
him…. But I was able to talk on the phone at the nursing home.  Rachel his caregiver put the 
phone by his ear and he heard me sending prayers and love oi him.  The last time I called Ra-
chel,  her phone number was not in service. 
  
I tried going over to the area, I thought he was but they would not let me in due to not being family.  
  
This is all I can say,other than we always had wonderful talks and many laughs.  A very dear man 
and friend in Christ. 
  
God bless you Larry, who is now in heaven. 
  
Barbara Jackson LVUMC 

Remembering Larry Wedeen 

February Birthdays 
 

Clarisse Magtoto (2) 

Leo “Joshua” Ortega III (2)  

Parker Svatos (11)  

Leonor Tejedor (13)  

Joyce De Leon (15)  

Jamie Ortega  (20)  

Noreen Stearns (24)  

Craig Pifer (25) 

Lois Franke (25) 

Anthony Gonzalez (28) 

March Birthdays 
Bryan Domingo (4) 

Katiana Diagre (7) 

Robert Phipps (16) 

Madison Ortega (20) 

Alec Guest (22) 

Nina Pifer (22) 

Jessica Sison (23) 

Margaret Hortick (23) 

Cindy Charles (25) 

Carter Svatos (29) 

Jello Medina (30) 



 

WHY GREEN? 

Do you wonder sometimes why the front of the 
church   appears in different colors from time to 
time - white, red, lavender, green?  These colors 
mark the seasons of the Christian year.  Currently 
we are in the Season of Epiphany and the color is 
green.  It is a time of celebrating the visit of the 
Wise Men followed by their return to take to mes-
sage of the good news of Jesus Christ to the rest 
of the known world.  It is a growing time for the 
Church - a time of nuture for its members and the 
sharing of the good news to everyone.   

CONSIDER THE VALUE OF MEDITATING WHILE WEEDING 

No, that isn’t meant to be a joke, perhaps a come-on to encour-

age you to consider giving some of your time to the church gar-

dens.  The recent rains have caused the upstart of many many 

many weeds.  If not taken care of soon, they will become 2 to 3 

foot weeds and much harder to remove. Just ask Hilary, Bjorg, Bar-

bara, or Alma who worked on the big ones the first year of the 

pandemic. Allen Franke and others have worked so very hard to 

establish the FAITH GARDEN.  But it does require care.  It is okay to 

come on your own time, if the church work days don’t fit your 

schedule.   Please check with Allen and he will point you to an area 

that could use your tender loving touch.  As a church we are proud 

of our church campus.  The Trustees, UMM, Boy Scouts and others 

have all pitched in, but there is still work to do.  Remember that childhood song - “I am the Church, you are 

the Church, WE are the church TOGETHER!  Perhaps you will discover that weeding in God’s earth 

does provide a great time to meditate. 



CALLING ALL WOMEN!  

The pandemic has caused us to re evaluate 
our UMW meeting plans here at LVUMC.  We will 
meet every 2 months: February, April, June, August 
(picnic), October, December (Christmas 
Brunch).  Meetings will be on the last Saturday morn-
ing of the month, allowing more of our women to 

participate.  

That means we will meet on Saturday, February 26 at 10:30.  Enjoy a late breakfast (coffee, 
juice, fruit, pastries) and the fellowship of the women in our church, before we gather for our 
program.   

Come ready to "share something about you we don’t know,”  and also what women’s issues 
you want to know more about.  The Tea will not happen this year - Covid conditions  are just 
too “iffy.”  However, the Tea is our major source of funding for our mission projects.  Come 

TO STUDY OR NOT TO STUDY– IS THAT REALLY THE QUESTION? 

If you were a part of the worship on January 23, you heard Pastor Park talk about how we receive the 

WORD, our life line as Christians.  One way is from the Bible, a second way if from Jesus Christ (whom we 

meet in the Bible), and a third way is from the Proclamation of the Word.  This can happen in worship, hear-

ing a pastor speak, or in study groups.  Life long learning is so important if we desire to be the best possible 

disciples of our Lord.  Currently there is a Sunday morning Adult Bible Study offered.  The Winter theme has 

been ENGAGE: Waiting, Wondering, Sharing, and Spreading. Each Sunday is based upon a selected scrip-

ture.   

The Spring Theme, FOLLOW, begins in March.  The 13 weeks will be divided into two sections: The Mark You 

Make and The Steps You Take. Usually divided into 3 sections, one per month, the Spring Quarter will be di-

vided into two sections to coincide with the six weeks of Lent leading up to Easter.  The Adult Bible Study 

meets at 8:30 A.M., many arrive a little early to 

pick up a cup of coffee on the way to class. You 

would be most welcome to join us! 

In addition to Sunday morning, we have three 

book studies a year: Advent, Lent, and Sum-

mer.  The Lenten Study this year will begin the 

week of March 2. 



 

CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION UPDATE 



Immediate Action: Percy Patio construction is underwa. Will include picnic area, fire pitfor 

“Friday Night Fire”, BBQ facilities, and vegetable washing station. / Wind damage will all be 

cleaned up,  nuisance stumps will be eliminated. / Bottle Brush trees in RV Lot cut down to 

24”, Pre-school Bottle Brush tree will be eliminated. / Pieces Patio in Faith Garden should fin-

ished in March. Will include glass patio table and chairs for welcoming public social place. /  

Shed is a problem. Estimate on temp repair will be obtained and Dream Team and Trustees 

need to address this as part of future planning.  



La Verne United Methodist Church 
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_______________________ 

Office: (909)593-2013 

Pastor: Rev. Min-Kyu Park, Ph.D. 

 

laverneumc@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship ~ 10:00 a.m. (In Person) 

Sunday Online Service 7 p.m. 
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Return Service Requested  

Those to keep in Prayer  

For those who need healing:   

L. Connie Brown,   

Alec Guest,       

Cristina Hernandez,  

Maggie Hortick,           

Barbara Jackson,  

JoAnne Jackson,  

Tomiko Kitani, Rev. Kyungsu 
Park,  Percy Salta, Helen Sanelo, Ken Sandelo,  David Sva-
tos, and Nelda Grant. 

 
 
 
All of our Seniors, especially those confined at home. All 
those impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

 

 

Scan our QR Code 

to take you directly 

to our website 
 
 
 

 
 


