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Ive H h& The 2019 Special Session of the General
Conference of The United Methodist Church
adopted a disaffiliation agreement allowing United
Methodist churches to leave the denomination

through the end of 2023.
Our church is a unique and holy place. We are more together

than we are separate.

Dear brothers and sisters,

I send my warm greetings to all people of our Church
community in the name of Jesus Christ.

This disaffiliation agreement is added to the Book
of Discipline (The book of law of The United

Our church is the holy place where people gather to worship Methodist Church) in the Paragraph 2553.

God and serve and work together to reach people for the

Kingdom of God, and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. In the Paragraph 2553.1, it says,

Because of the current deep conflict within The
United Methodist Church around issues of human
sexuality, a local church shall have a limited right,
under the provisions of this paragraph, to
disaffiliate from the denomination for reasons of
conscience regarding a change in the

requirements and provisions of the Book of
As faithful diSCipleS of Jesus ChriSt, we desire our church to Discip“ne related to the practice of homosexua”ty

continue on the journey together as a United Methodist or the ordination or marriage of sefavowed

Our church welcomes persons of all age levels, cultures, and
ethnicities. We are growing and moving together.

Together we are a witness to the world as people who have
different theological perspectives and yet have so much in
common in our love of God, others, and the church
community.

Church. practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted
Below are responses to frequently asked questions about the by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or
current disaffiliation issues from The United Methodist Church.inactions of its annual conference related to these

I would like to share with you a helpful information about the
disaffiliation from the Holston Annual Conference of The United )

UMG

For more information, please visit
https:/mmw.holston.org/disaffiliationFAQ

https:/mmw.umec.org/contenttquery=disaffiliation&sortby=most
receny.

Thank you for your concern and service. As always, itis my
privilege and joy to serve as your pastor.

Peace be with you always,

Pastor Park United Methodist Acco y Continues Juicy sm.co
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1. Can a church or pastor be members of both The 3. Can a clergy person join another denomination

United Methodist Church and another denomi- and later return to The United Methodist
nation, such as the new Global Methodist Church?
Church? Yes, theBook of Disciplineurrently contains
No. There is no provision in th&ook of processes for reinstatement of orders or licenses
Disciplineor citation from the Judicial Council for a  for ministry. These processes are not quick nor
United Methodistchurchto also be in another automatic but they do exist and have been used
denomination. previously.
A clergycannot hold credentials in The United
Methodist Church and another denomination. 4. What are the steps for a congregation to take if
they desire to withdraw from The United
disciplinary provision authorizing an ordained Methodist Church?
United Methodist minister to hold membership The United MethodistBook of Disciplineutlines
simultaneously in another denomination. Upon the processcongregations may use to leave The
joining another denomination, membership in The  United Methodist Church througtdisaffiliation (
2553).

Clergypersons whose conference relationship is Pastors and congregation leaders should start
terminated for any reason are no longer eligible to  with a conversation with their District
continue participating in the Conference'se/f Superintendent who can help find the best option
insuredhealth care plan or other benefits where the
Conference serves as the plan sponsor.

5. What must any disaffiliation in the Paragraph
2. Will clergy credentials be transferable to another 2553 include?

denomination? What is the process? It must include the approval for disaffiliation by at
The United Methodist Church does not transfer least a twoe
United Methodist credentials to other professing members present at the vote,
denominations. establishment of terms and conditions between

United Methodist clergy who choose to leave the  the existing local church and the conference
denomination do so by notifying their District

Superintendent and working with the Board of disaffiliation by a simple majority at annual
Ordained Ministry to follow the steps outlined conference.

in Book of Disciplind4360.1 and 1360.2.

Another denomination may recognize the 6. What must a local church take financial
ordination that occurred in The United Methodist responsibilities when disaffiliation?

Church and records of that action would be A congregation must pay its annual conference

provided by the UMC if requested. The receiving

denomination could have additional ordination or ~ ministries beyond the local church plus all

licensing requirements. unfunded liabilities for clergy pensions. Annual
Conferences are permitted to require additional
payments from exiting churches depending on
their financial commitments. H



7. Are there ways to leave the United Methodist Others have asked about 12548.2. The Council of

Church other thanf2553? Bishops asked the Judicial Council for a ruling con-
cerning 2548.2. The Judicial Council ruled this
paragraph could not be used for the purpose of
disaffiliation. See current Judicial Council Decision
1449 for more information.

Individuals, of course, may choose to leave the
United Methodist Church whenever they discern
that they are called to fulfill their Christian journey in
another local church or denomination without
necessarily having to follow a prescribed process in (www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/judictadouncil/

the UnitedMethodist Book of Discipline. judicial council decisiorr home/judicial decisions/

. , . decision 1449)
However, when an entire local church is considering

disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church
there are many more complicated issues that need
to be addressed, and so a formal process of
disaffiliation has been designed to do that in a Yes.Any local church in a Conference that has de-
formal and appropriate manner. termined that it should disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church must complete this  disaffilia-
tion process prior toDecember 31, 2023

8. Is there a deadline for taking advantage of the
disaffiliation process in 12553 described above?

12553 was created specifically to address the
decision to disaffiliate because of the ongoing

conflict on the issue of human sexuality that is _ _
driving some churches to reconsider their 9. What happens if a local church is not able to

relationship with The United Methodist Church. complete the disaffiliation process prior to De-

cember 31, 2023?
The Book of Discipline also provides different

procedures for local churches to formally change

their relationship with The United Methodist Church disaffiliation process will automatically terminate if
when, for example, the local church decides to a local church is not able to complete the process

merge with another local church in another prior to December 31, 2023.If a local church
denomination (BOD Y2547), when it decides to join meets one of the other provisions of the Book of

a pan Methodist or other denomination, (BOD Discipline, those other options may be considered
2548) or when the local church closes, (BOD on a case by- case basis after December 31, 2023.

2549).These other provisions were created at times
throughout our history to address specific scenarios 10. What other deadlines need to be considered?

Because 12553 has a validity expiration date, the

that might or might not be relevant today. The disaffiliation process has several important
However, 12553 was created specifically to allow a timeframes to be consideredHowever, please
local church to disaffiliate from the United keep in mind that a local church that has discerned

Methodist Church, with property held in Trust by  that disaffiliation is the proper step must have its
The United Methodist Church, in a thoughtful, grace decision approved by the Annual Conference
-filled manner to ensure that the separation sets thebefore any property can be transferredlherefore,
foundation for continued, if separate, fruitful and & disaffiliating church needs to be ready for a vote
productive mission and ministry for everyone on its request by Annual Conference in

involved. Therefore the process in 12553 isthe  2023. Specific details about what needs to be
most appropriate procedure designed for precisely accomplished before the 2023 Annual Conference
this purpose at this moment. It will be the process can be found in materials that can be obtained by
utilized by the Annual Conference to assist a local Yyour District Superintendent.

church to disaffiliate from The United Methodist

Church.
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11. Is there an advantage to using one of the other

provisions in the Book of Discipline to disaffiliate
from The United Methodist Church? 12. Is there a quicker way to complete the

. L .. .. disaffiliation process if that is what a church decides
112553 is the only provision in the Book of D|SC|pI|neio do?

that expressly provides a formal process for

disaffiliation. Other provisions may or might not be One of the reasons the Bishop and Cabinet have
consented only to using 12553 through December

circumstances, but the same terms and obligations,31’ 2023 is that it covers all of the various scenarios

such as the requirement to pay unfunded pensionsunder which a church might disaffiliate from The

and to go through a spiritual discernment process United Methodist ChurchFor example, a church

would apply regardless of which provision might pdhat discerns a need to become independent would
invoked. not be able to usef2548.2.

2553 also expressly provides a legal rightand ~ BY allowing all churches the same opportunity under
process for a local church to acquire the property the same set of terms and procedures will expedite
that it presently only holds in Trust for The United the process in a fair, consistent and efficient manner
Methodist Church. But since none of the other ~ throughout the Annual Conference.

provisions in the Book of Discipline expressly

provides a disaffiliation process, 12553 is the

appropriate process to use if a local church decides

that it wants to disaffiliate from The United

Methodist Church.

Ada First United Methodist Churchufcada.org)


https://fumcada.org/worship/
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13. What can a local church do to make sure that it
has the opportunity to disaffiliate from The United
Methodist Church in a timely manner under 125537

16. What is the typical timeline for a congregation
to withdraw from The United Methodist
Church?

W.e gre all umtgo_l by Christ to serve thro.ugh WorShlp.Withdrawal from The United Methodist Church
mission and ministry. If a local church discerns that it

- . . requires an assessment/discernment process
can better fulfill its mission by separating from The uided bv the District Superintendent. In addition. a
United Methodist Church, Annual Conference will g y P ' ’

hurch f iati f the with I
help guide the church through the disaffiliation church conference, negotiation of the withdrawa

. . . ﬁlgreement and vote at the Annual Conference
process in a timely manner because we ultimately a . . :
. . .__._session are necessary steps. From start to finish this
share the same goal of making disciples of Christin_ . . .
. . . typically takes a minimum of six months.
the most effective way possible, even if separated.

The Spiritual Discernment process is a critical step i
the process because it will ensure that the local
church, through all of its members, makes a fully
informed and spiritually guided decision of great
significanceWorking closely with your District
Superintendent to plan ahead and complete the The Annual Conference appointive cabinet does
steps in the process will help make certain the not intend to appoint a pastor planning to continue
process is a smooth and efficient on@his will also in The United Methodist Church to a congregation
help make sure that if the path of disaffiliation is ~ in the process of exiting unless it is agreeable to
chosen, the local church will be able to have its ~ both parties.

request voted on by Annual Conference before the
end of 2023.

'i?. Can a congregation planning to leave The
United Methodist Church and joining another
denomination refuse an appointment or refuse
to move their current pastor?

18. If a congregation joins another denomination,
can they return to The United Methodist Church?

Yes, there are existing processes in tBeok of
Disciplineghat can be used to allow a congregation
to re- affiliate with The United Methodist Church.

14. Will the Annual Conference provide a model for
churches to use to discern whether to stay
connected with The United Methodist Church or
withdraw from the denomination?

Yes. Contact your District Superintendent for more
information.

15. What should a pastor do if a congregation
desires to discuss leaving The United Methodist
Church or asks to hold a Church Conference?

Pastors should consult with their District
Superintendent who will then work with the pastor
and congregation to assess and discern the best
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19. At what point would a pastor surrender her or 22. Will the new Global Methodist Church
his credentials in The United Methodist Church ~ denomination accept all congregations that
in order to move with their congregation into vote to affiliate with them?

another denomination? Any specific questions about joining any other

terminates membership (and credentials for clergy)denomination. Information is available on the

in The United Methodist Church. See Judicial Global Methodist Church website dtttps://
globalmethodist.org/

provision authorizing an ordained United Methodist
minister to hold membership simultaneously in 23. Can a pastor join the new Global Methodist

another denomination. Upon joining another Church and serve in The United Methodist

denomination, membership in The United Church (particularly while waiting for their
current congregation to join the Global Meth-
odist Church)?

20. What about churches who desire to remain in

The United Methodist denomination? Alignment with another denomination terminates

membership and clergy credentials in The United

Any congregation or clergy who chooses to Methodist Church. Judicial Council Decision 696
remain members of The United Methodist Church

will continue their disciplemaking ministry as authorizing an ordained United Methodist minister
normal. As always, Annual Conference leaders williy hoid membership simultaneously in another
communicate important information and denomination. Upon joining another

happenings related to The United Methodist denomination, membership in The United
Church.

21. Without the Protocol legislation being adopted 54 How can the average member of The United

by General Conference, canan entireIAnnuaI Methodist Church find accurate information
Conference leave The United Methodist about The United Methodist Church and the
Church and join another denomination? Global Methodist Church?
No. During a spgcial meeting on Mgrch 4,2022, |n times of high anxiety and uncertainty, rumors,
the Council of Bishops approved a list of six unverified information, speculation and opinions
questions to be addressed by the Judicial Council -5 often flood our inboxes. social media feeds
including the legality of an entire annual and conversations. A best practice to help

conference voting to leave the denomination. On  jnqividuals discover accurate information is to get

May 10, 2022 the Judicial Council released their hsormation about a specific organization from that
ruling to all six questions:

leaders. Another step is to carefully verify

conference to adopt stopgap policies, pass information using original sources when possible.

resolutions, take a vote, or act unilaterally for the

purpose of removing itself from The United For more information updated. Please visit the Ask The
the Judicial Council UMG FAQs https://www.umc.org/en/who we- are/ask

ruled in Decision 1444. -the-umc-fags


https://globalmethodist.org/
https://globalmethodist.org/
https://www.umc.org/en/who-we-are/ask-the-umc-faqs
https://www.umc.org/en/who-we-are/ask-the-umc-faqs
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