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L A  V E R N E  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

THE VOICE 
June/July 2023 

 

“God Will Provide” 
(Yahweh Yireh) 

 

Greetings to all of my brothers and sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

It is truly a blessing for me and my family to begin our 7th year of ministry for the faith community of La 
Verne United Methodist Church. It is my joy and honor, as well as much gratitude, to be with its faithful peo-
ple in the work of its mission to transform the world.  

 

For the first Sunday of July, when my new appointment term at our church begins, I shared Abraham’s faith 
in Genesis 22:1-14 with worshippers. God calls Abraham to take a step of faith by offering up his only son, 
Isaac, the son of promise to God through sacrifice. Abraham demonstrates his faith in God by following 
God’s command and offering up Isaac on a mountain in Moriah. As Abraham reaches out to take the knife to 
sacrifice his son, God has an angel intervenes and stops him. Rather than sacrificing his son, God shows Abra-
ham a ram caught in the thicket, which he sacrifices in the place of his son. Abraham calls the name of the 
place “The LORD will provide” (v.14), and as a response to the faith of Abraham, God declares that He will 
bless him, multiply his offspring, and bless them as well. 

 

This beautiful bible story comes to my mind with a parable, which I have thought of as a lesson for my doing 
ministry. Two men were riding a bicycle built for two when they reached a steep hill. It took a great deal of 
struggle for the men to complete what proved to be a very stiff climb. When they reached the top, the front 
man turned to the other and said: “Boy, that sure was a hard climb.” The fellow in back replied, “Yes, and if I 
hadn’t kept the brakes on all the way, we certainly would have rolled down backward.” 

 

 To me, this story’s message is that, without an apparent guiding force, people often unwittingly work at 
cross-purposes with each other. But God has provided our particular needs, cooperative works, and any oth-
er ministry opportunities for the kingdom of God through God’s faithful servants and people. Our church has 
achieved a lasting unity and purpose in our ministry. I also believe that our faithful God continues to provide 
us with what we need for ourselves and our church.  

 

It is clear that I have truly been blessed with the grace of God, and our family and friends, in turn, are blessed 
by our faithful service to God and His lovely church and people. May God continue to bestow His blessings 
upon our ministry. 

 

Pastor Park 
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INFORMATION AND REFLECTIONS FROM THE 2023 CALPAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

I was happy to attend this year’s Conference at the Airport Sheraton Gateway Hotel, representing this 

Church as the Lay Representative. The Conference theme for the past year has been “Ending Physical 

and Spiritual Hunger” and as an extension of that theme the AC theme was “Nourish”. The very lively 

opening worship was presented by the youth and set the tone for the Conference. The events of the 

entire morning were encouraging and motivational. Our new Bishop, Dottie Escobedo-Frank, presented 

a message of comfort and hope centering around the rhythm of the cycle of work-rest-work. The new 

Conference Lay Leader, Mele Maka, followed the Bishop by showing what a nourished and nourishing 

church might look. N-navigates, moves, finds it’s way. O-offers opportunities for spiritual growth. U-

unites. R-takes time to rest and fine space to connect. I-initiates transformation. S-serves. H-honors God 

and one another. 

By the afternoon it was time to work, to apply the morning’s inspiration. This session was presented by 

the Connectional Table, a term used to bring together all of the program areas of the Conference. In-

stead of just hearing reports from these agencies, they presented “Real Talk” sessions. They gathered 

as a group, on the stage and had a real conversation: “Real Talk 1” discussed Racism and “Real Talk 2” 

explored the budget needs. The talk about racism explained that dealing with racism is layered and that 

in our churches we need not be afraid that discussing it, sharing feeling about it, and doing something 

will divide us, even if we don’t agree. Recall “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”. 

The Second “Real Talk” focused on the budget. For the first time there was not a budget to work on. 

CFA, the group in charge wants to change the entire budget process so that there is more transparen-

cy, accountability, and effectiveness. They are first developing the process and then the budget will be 

made, which will be presented to a special called AC on November 11, 2023.  

There were several recommendations and resolutions to be voted on. One concerned the sale of Camp 

Colby in the Angeles Crest Mountains. It was damaged by the Station Fire beyond the Conference’s 

ability to make it usable. With the awareness of declining attendance in many churches it was a thrilling 

announcement that the South Pasadena UMC, which was closed a few years back, is functioning again 

under the name Renew UMC. Saturday’s morning session included Baptism of Pastors’ children, Ordina-

tion and Commissioning of new Pastors and Lay workers. I noticed that the age of those being or-

dained seemed younger than in the recent past and also that the “sea of gray” that used to greet your 

eyes at a Conference meeting has now changed to include many “younger heads”. Saturday afternoon 

included the Bishop’s Award Luncheon. Our friend and neighbor (Pilgrim Place, Claremont) Kimball Co-

burn was one of the recipients. He challenged everyone in leadership, lay and clergy, to be sure no one 

ever leaves one of our church gatherings without a sense of hope! 

- Alma Roberts  
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL OUTREACH PROGRAM PHILLIPINES 

By: Rubin Domingo 

On May 14, 2023, I and my wife, Carol, together with East Mindanao Philippines Annual Conference 

Southeast District Superintendent Rev. Jaynard Gujol and his wife Ann and Tagum UMC lay leaders, 

provided bags with school supplies (notebooks, crayons, arts and writing materials) to more than 200 

less fortunate children in an area where civilization is far, and poverty is ordinary. Our team also pre-

pared and distributed sandwiches, juices and candies to these little ones.  

We also offered prayers as well to their families. Despite the four-hour drive, walking here and there 

under the hot and humid weather, it was a very fulfilling and joyous mission as we gave and shared 

blessings to these children of five mission churches, namely, Maibo UMC, Dapoc UMC, Daig UMC, Laya 

UMC, and Banggang UMC. To see these children’s smiles and happy faces, we received the best bless-

ing of having inner joy and the feeling of a job well done.  

Our team was welcomed with hand-written notes from these mission churches. We give our heartfelt 

gratitude foremost to our God for a safe and successful mission and second to LVUMC for partnering 

with us in this ministry.  

And as Jesus said, Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of my brothers and sisters, you did it 

also for Me (Matthew 25:40). 

All glory and honor to our God Almighty! 

 

AS WE GIVE, WE RECEIVE JOY; 

AND AS WE SEE THEM SMILE 

OUR LOVE GROWS. 
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTERESTING NEWS FROM AROUND THE CONFERENCE 

On May 15th a special celebration was held just down the street involv-

ing our neighbor, The Claremont School of Theology. They were celebrating “66 on 66” which trans-

lates existing 66 years on Route 66 (the old name for Foothill). At this moment the seminary is in the 

process of relocating to the campus of the Westwood United Methodist Church. The Fall ‘23 semester 

will be held in Claremont and the Spring ‘24 semester will be held in Westwood. It will be sad to see 

our neighbor go.  

The next day at Pilgram Place, also in Claremont, Dr. John Cobb, Jr. became 

the “Keeper of the Cane”. This is a unique custom to our Conference, The 

Rev. Robert McIntyre served as a Pastor of First Methodist Church in Los 

Angeles. Then in 1892, while a Pastor at Trinity Methodist Episcopal 

Church in Denver, Rev. Robert McIntyre was presented with a handsome 

wooden cane, with a brass head, by appreciative students. He became the 

first Bishop elected from the West Coast area but served in the Mid-West. 

After his death in 1914, his family did return to the Los Angeles area and 

his cane was given to the Conference where it was decided the cane, now 

known as “The Bishop’s Cane,” would reside with the oldest living elder in 

the Conference, at age 98 Dr. Cobb “fills the bill”. Dr. Cobb is decidedly 

one of the foremost leading theologians today. At 98 he is still lecturing 

and motivating students of all ages to never stop growing theologically and to care for the environ-

ment. Author of many books, one of his most recent is Jesus’ Abba, looking closely at Jesus’ under-

standing of his Father. 

GRADUATES HONORED 

In June, we honored our High School and College graduates: 

Jessica Ortega , graduated from UCLA with a major in Bio-

Chemistry. She is currently applying to Med Schools.  

Christine Tejedor, graduated Suma Cum Laude from Cal Poly Po-

mona with a major in Psychology and Business. She is seeking ad-

mission to Law School.  

Julia Medina, graduated from Chino Hills High School and is plan-

ning on attending New York University.  

Julia shared a message about her journey in life so far, especially 

involving her journey of faith which included a pathway through our 

church family. Our church is so very proud of the accomplishments 

of these three young women.  
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OUTREACH 

Outreach continues to give clothes out to the community. We have from 35-58 recipients. New recipi-

ents are hearing about our distributions from our “regulars”. We have also been having a few college 

students needing help mostly from La Verne University. We do inform our guests of our worship pro-

gram and open invitation to participate. 

We can always use more volunteers to help sort and fold clothes, set-up on Fridays before the distribu-

tion and set-up/ clean up on Saturdays of the distribution. There will be no distribution the month of 

August to allow time off for vacationing volunteers, but will resume the program September 2, 2023. 

A big Thank You  goes out to everyone for the dedication of helping set up/clean up on Fridays and 

Saturdays! Another big Thank You for a considerable amount of men’s clothes dropped off this past 

month, as our supply of men’s clothes continues to be low (especially size small and medium). Please 

keep cleaning out those closets of unused clothes, let your families, neighbors and friends know they 

can bring clothes, shoes, purses and bags they no longer need and drop them off in our donation box 

outside the Secretary’s Office. 

We are the “hands, hearts and mind of Christ” in our community, let us continue to reach out! Any sug-

gestions are always welcome! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL RESUME 
SEPT. 3 

During the summer months, we have not been meeting 

weekly. However, we are meeting at the end of each 

month to go over the lessons of the month and to 

share insights we have gained. We have been able to 

include Gail Holladay by meeting at Hillcrest. Classes at 

church each Sunday morning at 8:30 will resume on 

September 3. We use Adult Bible Studies. The Fall Unit 

is “God Provides”, with monthly themes of “Food, 

“Water”, and “Shelter”. Coffee, and hot water for tea or 

cider, or hot chocolate is always available so that you 

can pick up a cup in the kitchen before coming to class 

in the Education room at the north end of Marshall Hall. 

SO MUCH WORK IS BEING DONE, AND 
THERE’S WORK STILL TO DO 

For the past several weeks, the men of the church 

have been gathering each Saturday on the west side 

of the Preschool and Marshall Hall buildings to re-

move the weeds produced by the heavy rains in Jan-

uary, February, and March. Each week more than an 

extra large dumpster load has been cleaned out. Add 

to that, others, including the Boy Scouts, have been 

working in the Faith Garden and around the campus 

to weed and cut back shrubbery. All this work helps 

to make our campus more accessible and usable for 

our ministries in the community. If you can help with 

this ongoing maintenance, contact the Trustees to 

see when and where and COME ON DOWN.  



 6 

YES, VIRGINA, THERE WILL BE A YARD SALE 

You’ve been asking for it and here it is. September 16th will be the date 

of the yard sale. You may begin bringing items the week of the sale, i.e. 

from September 10-15. Your help is also needed to sort items during the 

week and to help the day of the sale. During the week, come down and 

help sort items that have been donated, even an hour of your time would 

be helpful, anytime from 9:00 am to 5pm. Tables are marked telling 

which items go there. You get to decide “what’s what.” Then on the day 

of the sale, lots of help is needed getting things out and then packing up 

at the end. 

What to donate? Household goods like bedding, kitchen items, lamps, 

and tools sports equipment, good clothing, and holiday decorations. Only 

furniture items in good condition will be accepted. NO mattresses.  

PRESCHOOL GRADUATION  

On June 9, 2023, we proudly 

hosted a Promotion for our 11 

students at our La Verne United 

Methodist Preschool. We want to 

thank everybody who helped 

contribute to this special day for 

our Promoting Class of 2023. 

AUDIO VISUAL PROJECT STATUS 

By: Daniel Magtoto 

I want to take the time to thank the AV team for the fantastic job you have been doing, especially Pastor Park 

and the endless hours he has spent working on the AV system setting up the parameters to obtain the proper 

settings on each piece of equipment.  

The project looked simple when we started. We didn't realize we were dealing with the new technology.  

We are now 60% completed. PTZ camera will be the primary and is now operational with pre-set position and 

controlled remotely. The tripod-mounted camera will be the backup. The old AV unit and cabinet have been re-

moved. We will integrate the old power amplifier into the new system to utilize the pulpit microphone, Bose 

speakers, and Marshall Hall speaker. We need a TV monitor and mounting bracket to be installed in the Church 

Nursery Room and AV control table. 

The AV team will be working with Bob Stearns to build a desk to utilize the space where the current AV unit is 

situated.  

The AV system has features to go Live streaming Facebook or Zoom once we can obtain the required speed on 

our internet; currently, 5G is unavailable in the area. 

Our Task Force: Daniel Magtoto, Ruben Salta, Janice Stearns, Jess Medina 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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GETTING OUTSIDE BY ANN PARK 

I took on an opportunity to volunteer at Chino Hills 

State Park in April and I worked alongside a group of 

young architects to clear up overgrowth in a dry creek. 

I learned that they has been planning for months to 

volunteer in honor of Earth Day. 

In June, I had the opportunity to clean up Alamitos 

Beach with my organization (families were also wel-

comed) in honor of World’s Ocean Day. Our small 

group collected 380 pounds of trash in just one hour 

and is already planning to clean up again this month.  

Both times, each group –including me– gave up free 

time to care for the creation in our collective concern.  

It’s also a joy for me to make new connections/new re-

lationships with God’s people outside the walls of 

church.  

PRESCHOOL SUMMER PROGRAM 

Our Preschool has started their summer program! The 

program runs from June 12, 2023-August 17, 2023. An-

yone between the ages of 6 week-6 years old are able to 

join! There is so much planned during our summer pro-

gram such as field trips, water days, and so much more. 

Please share and spread the word!  

We are also open to enrollment for the 2024/2025 

school year. The first day of school begins August 21, 

2023. Please contact the school for more information. 

HIRING FOR PRESCHOOL TEACHER 

Our La Verne United Methodist Preschool is looking to 

hire a full-time teacher. The full-time position will be 

Monday-Friday from 8:30 am– 5:00pm.. This position 

will also be teaching our 2 year old class. This person 

must have 12 Early Childhood Education CORE units. If 

you or anyone you know is interested or would like 

some more information, please contact the Preschool Di-

rector, Cindy Uballe, at (909)596-5369. Thank you so 

much in advance! 
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L A  V E R N E  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
3205 D Street 

La Verne, CA 91750 

Pastor: Rev. Min-Kyu Park, Ph.D. 

Sunday Worship: 10AM (In Person) 

Sunday Online Service: 7PM 

Church Office: (909) 593-2013 

www.lvumc.org 

laverneumc@gmail.com 

 

Return Service Requested 


