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L A  V E R N E  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

THE VOICE 
August 2024 

 

“The plans of the diligent . . . to abundance” 
(Proverbs 21:5) 

 
Dear beloved brothers and sisters! 
 
I am greeting you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As summer ends and students and teachers 
return to school, we have already spent two-thirds of the year. For these past months, our church has struggled 
with financial instability (crisis) caused by the preschool’s economic deficit and emotional loss of closure. 
However, although this challenge causes us emotional tension and discomfort, it also allows us to change our 
ministry direction for the sustainable faith community. 
 
As a child, I read a fairy tale titled “A Rabbit on a Bald Mountain.” Once upon a time, a lovely and dreamy 

rabbit lived on a bald mountain where trees and plants were not overgrown, and the creek 
was almost dry. The young rabbit, who enjoyed eating and running, complained about its 
dry land more than ever. He always thought about moving to another 
mountain where he could see it, like “green green grass and blue blue 
creek.” But he did not dare to leave his hometown, where he had many 
things to get used to, and did not want to walk across the valley of the 

shadow of an unknown world to the other mountain. Instead, he was satisfied that he 
could live there by reducing eating, playing, and intentionally avoiding 
seeing the beautiful hills of the different mountains. One day, a big fire 
started on his dry mountain, burning his nest and neighboring grounds. He had no choice 
but to run and run away for life day and night. He did not know where he could run to, and 
even for many days, he ran. He fell asleep exhausted and woke up to the sound of a stream. 
He could dimly see so many green trees and plants and a beautiful stream full of water on a 
new mountain. He regretted not moving over there earlier but thanked the fire that forced 

him to come and enjoy an abundant life. 
 
This story taught me that bad and good things come together and that every challenge is an opportunity. For 
every challenge, obstacle, or difficulty we find ourselves in, opportunities waiting for us to discover, problems 
to solve, and great benefits to attain. We have a biblical theme for 2024: “The plans of the diligent lead surely 
to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to want” (Proverbs 21:5). I believe that “The plans of the 
diligent” leading to abundance can be tangibly fulfilled by those who humbly and faithfully accept that a  
challenge exists and try to deal with it as an opportunity. Now is the time to face the challenge caused by the    
preschool closure in this way.  
 
The church is Christ’s body. Its people are God’s children. And its ministry is for the kingdom of God, not our 
social but holy business. Let us humbly rely on God, who gives us wisdom, the power of cooperation for the 
good, and vision for our La Verne United Methodist Church. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Park 
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OUTREACH 
Outreach continues to give out clothes every first Saturday of the month on our La Verne  United Methodist Church campus. Our 
number of guests continues to increase and we now  average about 45, with many “regulars” and some new faces. Numbers are 
growing by word of  mouth, flyers and email to various agencies through the help of “Sowing Seeds for Life”.   

We have received a generous amount of clothes in the past 2 months, but we are always in the  need of men’s clothes of all sizes. 
Volunteers are always welcome to come and help fold and  sort them. Let the church office know if you are interested and ar-
rangements can be made.  

The month of August was a month of rest for all. Our next distribution will be September 7th from 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM. Come and 
see what is happening at these distributions! Volunteers are always needed to help set up on the Friday before the distribution 
from 8:00 AM to about  10:30 AM and on Saturday from 8 AM to 11 AM or any time you can spare! A big “Thank You” to all of you 
who do come and help! We cannot accomplish this Outreach program without you!  

Our congregation through Outreach had sufficient funds to donate to the City of La Verne for  their 2024 Summer Lunch Pro-
gram. The program is funded entirely through donations and  provides activities, crafts and a nutritious lunch at Los Flores Park 
for children of low-income  families in our community. Our donation was appreciated!  

Our upcoming programs, in addition to the clothes distribution, will be the food baskets for  Thanksgiving and Christmas. Please 
let the Church office know of anyone in need that could  use one. More information about how you can help get food for these 
baskets will be  announced toward the end of September, beginning of October. Last year’s participation was  amazing and Out-
reach is sure we can do it again!  

Let’s keep striving to reach out to our community and those in need!  

Sincerely,  

Outreach 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS 

 

CHURCH YARD SALE SET FOR AUGUST 24 
You’ve been asking “When is the yard sale?” “Will there be a yard sale?" The answer is YES, it will be    
Saturday, August 24 from 7AM to 1 PM. So start going through your house and garage to see what you 
might donate. We will receive tools, gardening supplies, sports equipment, bicycles, books, records, tapes, 
household items, glass and crystal, seasonal decorations, bedding, linens, toys, purses, and small furniture 
(no mattresses).  

Unfortunately, we have no storage space, so please do not bring items until the week before the sale, 
starting Sunday August 18. Come during the week to help sort and organize what comes in and then be at 
the sale. It is lots of fun and “many hands really do make light work!”  

Thanks from the Yard Sale Team (Nina, Sylvia, Bjorg, Janice, and Alma) 

Bob and Janice celebrated their 
64th anniversary last June.  

Leo and Babe celebrated their 55th 
Anniversary in July with family. 

Our beloved sister, Gwen Leonard, 
celebrates her 98th birthday in 

June with  Pastor Park.  
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BRIELLE CASTILLO’S  

INFANT BAPTISM CELEBRATION 

Mark (father) and Hannah (mother) join in their baby’s      

baptism.  

FALL BOOK STUDY WILL FOCUS ON OUR UNITED METHODIST IDENTITY– WHO WE ARE 

Known as a church that has a broad base of inclusion, we mistakenly think that being a Methodist means believing anything and 

doing anything. WRONG! Our denomination has a beautiful and meaningful history and a very definite identity, focusing heavily on 

Grace. That is what we will be exploring this Fall in our midweek book study. The book, Knowing Who We Are: the Wesleyan Way 

of Grace, explores what it means to be  United Methodist. The reader is invited to a richer understanding of Wesleyan Christianity 

so you can have a clear sense of identity , better express your beliefs, and deepen your connection with the United Methodist 

Church.  

Following our usual format, we will offer a morning (10AM-11:30AM), and an evening  (7PM-8:30PM) session to accommodate 

your schedules. Classes will begin in October and run through the first of November. Look for more details in September. Check 

your  calendars and let Alma Roberts know which day of the week works best for you. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Our church joyfully and gratefully welcomed new members Yuriko Obara and 
the Ibergs family (Alexander, Jewelle, and Jaydn) last July. Yuriko’s family has 
worked  in Christian missionaries in Brazil since her grandparents. Both Alex 
and Jewelle  work at a hospital, and Jaydn, who is five years old, is going to be 
a pre-kindergartener.  

HELP WITH GARDENING IS  
ALWAYS WELCOME 

We are blessed with this wonderful 
campus on D Street, across from the 
high school.  However, this campus 
needs tender loving care.  Weeds grow, 
leaves need to be raked, 
and during these hot months, plants 
need to be watered.   Allen’s Faith   
Garden welcomes members of the 
community and many have commented 
how much it means to them, but it 
takes effort to keep it looking            
welcoming.  If you have an hour or two 
to spare, at your convenience, contact 
Alma to find out how you might help, 
909-392-0292.  Thank you.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS AGAIN ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMEBER 1 

This fall, our Bible lessons follow the theme “Claiming Identity.” We’ll unpack and explore the     

concept of identity by examining the life and  experience of Esther, the factors that shape our   

Identity, and how we find and claim our identity in Christ. We gather at 8:30 if you’re interested in a 

cup of coffee, class starts at 8:40 and goes to 9:20, when several of the class joins the Sunday 

morning Choir rehearsal. We’d love to have more persons join in. You will find your faith being   

enriched as ideas and questions and insights are shared. 

JULY 4TH ASAIN BBQ 

Our church celebrated the Fourth of July and worked for 

the first Asian BBQ. The BBQ team, led by Rubin Domingo 

and Edna Lardizabal, invited more than 20  volunteers and 

guests and raised around $3,000 from this event.  
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L A  V E R N E  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
3205 D Street 

La Verne, CA 91750 

Pastor: Rev. Min-Kyu Park, Ph.D. 

Sunday Worship: 10AM (In Person) 

Sunday Online Service: 7PM 

Church Office: (909) 593-2013 

www.lvumc.org 

laverneumc@gmail.com 

Zelle: umcfinance91750@gmail.com 

Return Service Requested 


