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What did we fulfill our ministry for the Kingdom of God last year?

Shalom! Like many churches, my local congregation did not work for its ministry without its
challenges last year. During this year, however, my local congregation learned what it means to be the
body of Christ on earth and a church as people of God and its ministry.

The congregants are bound together by their mutually shared opinions and communal works for good
and by the grace and love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. The church fully served in-person
worship services and continued providing pre-recorded online worship services for those unable to
attend church. It is also a blessing to see how God's faithful people join in worship service in God's
grace and love.

The church council often met and effectively responded to the church's challenges. Under the
leadership of the church council's members, the church implemented and strengthened a viable
leadership. The finance committee maintained the church's finances in good stewardship and
successfully replaced a new accountant who eagerly worked for the church's sustainable finances.

Last summer, the church's preschool was permanently closed due to its ongoing financial deficits. The
church council and trustees worked hard and successfully contracted with another preschool to
renovate and use our former preschool's facility. I thank God for His guidance and for giving us this
opportunity to seek our ministry for now and in the future to be sustainable.

The outreach team continued to serve our neighbors needing food and clothes throughout the year.
The worship team developed a new service, including singing, communion, organizing greeters and
ushers, and seasonal altar decorations. The food and Kitchen ministry team facilitated the kitchen and
fellowship hall to work with meal volunteers for Sunday fellowship.

The church's ministry also steadily underwent its Sunday bible study, seasonal book study, weekly
prayer meetings, women's gatherings, choir practice, new membership class, July 4th BBQ fiesta, and
yard sale.

As the psalmist sings in 92:13, "God's people are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the
courts of our God." I believe that God's providence designs our faith community and its mission. Any
challenges will not quickly shake us but flourish because we are God's church and people.

I thank God, the center of our ministry, and all congregants who have faithfully and eagerly served
the church's mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ and transform the world. Praise the Lord!

Pastor Park



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

LVUMC - A Channel of Blessings

Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another”

Our 2024 Back-To-School Outreach Program in the Philippines was successfully accomplished but not
without challenges. It took the Outreach team 5 to 6 hours to drive 146 miles and part of it is thru a difficult
dirt road. It was not an easy drive as heavy rain poured down in the area couple of days before the
distribution. Walking on additional 40 minutes thru mountainous terrain on a wet and slippery dirt road is
also a challenge. But this did not dampen the hearts, spirits and determination of our Outreach team even
enduring the hot and rainy weather just to deliver school supplies to some 250 children with 50 of them
United Methodist children. The photos speak a thousand words. These children with their smiles are
sending their message that there is always hope in Jesus Christ as well as their faith in Him. But the greatest
is still love from God and from people whom God uses as His instrument to be a channel of blessings. As we
open our hearts to these little children, and being followers of Christ, helping these children brings joy in
our hearts and happiness in our overall being no matter what kind of journey lies ahead. My family is very
grateful to La Verne UMC families who opened their hearts, shared their blessings and to be a constant
partner in this ministry that brings joy to these little ones. Thank you for being a channel of blessing to the
least of these less fortunate children, mostly are below poverty level. May God continue to shower His
blessings to your family. As Hebrews 13:16 says, “Do not neglect to do good and to share, for God is
pleased with such sacrifices.”
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UMF (United Women in Faith) HAS A FULL
SCHEDULE PLANNED

Preparations for the Spring Tea are well under way for UWF. Meetings will be held the 3rd Saturday of
February 15, March 15, and April 19, all at 1:00, beginning with a light potluck lunch. The Tea will be held on
April 26. Our Theme will be Spring Floral Garden High Tea. Participants will be encouraged to wear

floral prints, perhaps a hat decorated with flowers. Our Spring Tea is our major fundraiser, providing

funds for our support for mission agencies, local and abroad, that support families, women, and children.

If you are providing a basket for the "Silent Auction,” bring the container and ingredients to the
February meeting. Items for door prizes are also being collected. Though for a serious purpose, we have lots
of fun at the Tea. The United Methodist Men will be serving the Tea.




NEXT BOOK STUDY WILL BE IN LENT

We will return this Spring to a book written by Adam Hamilton, The Message of Jesus: Words that Changed
the World. In this 6 week study, Hamilton shares words that Jesus spoke. More than 3 billion people claim to
follow Jesus, but aside from a few verses, how many actually know what he taught? In fact much of what
people think Jesus taught, he never said. In this 6 week study, pastor and best selling author, Adam
Hamilton explores six of the most important themes in Jesus’ teaching and how they speak to us today.
Those themes include Kingdom of God, Sermon on the Mount, the Parables, and the "I Am” statements.

As is our practice, the book study will happen both in the morning (10:00 A.M.) and in the evening

(7:00). We will begin the day after Ash Wednesday, March 6. Mark your calendars now for March
6,13,29,27, and April 3 and 10. Sign ups for the book will begin on Sunday. Even if you can’t attend class, you
may want to have a book so you can read along. The cost for the book will be $20.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY HAPPENS EACH SUNDAY ADAM HAMILTON

Start in the kitchen to pick cup your cup of coffee or tea at 8:30 and join us in
the Sunday School Room. We use the Adult Bible Series as the foundation for
lively discussions based upon Scripture and applying the scripture message to
our lives. The theme for February will be "Partners in Jesus’ Mission” and

the scriptures taken from the Gospel of Matthew. From our Fall book study we
learned that small groups were responsible for the early growth of the
Methodist movement. It was in these small study groups that believers received
encouragements and support and were held accountable. Our Bible Study and
Book Study groups fill that function today. Join us!

WORDS THAT CHANCED THE WORLD

LVUMC HAS A VAST CAMPUS
Join the LVHS for an

exclusive FREE That is true, especially when it comes to weeding, running and
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World 2 at the ULV Arts watering. Since Allen developed the lovely Faith Garden, it has
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building needed upkeep and maintenance. Leaves and weeds need to be
removed at least once a month, and the garden needs watering at least
every two weeks during the non-rainy seasons. There are hours of work
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When: Saturday, February 8, 2025
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structure located at 2021 “D” Street for a $4.00 fee. The film is rated PG-13 and is

EREE and open to the public. Jam & jelly will be available for a small donation to

benefit the LVHS

Donate to Los Angeles Fires Recovery Fund:
Our California Pacific Annual Conference receives donations for directing contributions toward relief &
recovery after the winds & firestorms in Los Angeles County. Those who are willing to donate can visit its
website, calpacumc.org. Our church will also receive donations for the fire recovery fund and send them to
the annual conference.


http://calpacumc.org/
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