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Back to School, Back to Church

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6,
ESV)

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As the summer comes to a close and
a new school year begins, our hearts are filled with hope and anticipation. The start of the school year is more
than a return to classrooms—it is a season of fresh beginnings, renewed discipline, and open doors to learning
and growth. We lift in prayer all our students, teachers, parents, and school staff, asking the Lord to grant
them wisdom, patience, and strength for the journey ahead.

This new season also reminds us of our call as a church family to be steadfast in worship and fellowship.
Sunday worship is the heartbeat of our community, where we gather to be nourished by the Word,
strengthened by the Spirit, and united in love for one another. I encourage each of you to make Sunday
attendance a priority, not only for your own walk with Christ but also as a witness that God’s presence and
God’s people remain central in your life.

Additionally, our Sunday morning Bible study offers us a sacred space to grow deeper in faith and
understanding. The Word of God is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, and together we discover joy,
conviction, and encouragement in studying it. I invite you to join us so that, as iron sharpens iron, we may
build one another up in knowledge and grace.

We must also remember in prayer and care those who cannot physically join us—the faithful homebound
members of our congregation. Their absence from our pews does not diminish their place in our hearts. Let us
continue to lift them before the Lord, reach out with visits or calls when possible, and assure them that they
remain an important part of our fellowship. May God grant them comfort, peace, and the assurance of His
abiding presence.

Let us pray for the Homebound:

Gracious God, you are near to those who call on you. Today we lift before you our beloved brothers and sis-
ters who are unable to join us in worship. Surround them with your presence and fill their homes with peace.
May they know they are never forgotten and always part of our fellowship in Christ. Strengthen them in faith
and grant them comfort in body, mind, and spirit. We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

As your pastor, [ am grateful for each of you and for the ways God is at work among us. Let us walk in faith,
serve with joy, and build one another up, “not neglecting to meet together ... but encouraging one

another” (Hebrews 10:25, NRSV).

With joy in Christ’s service,

Pastor Park



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

TIBOK MISSION CHURCH
Sitio Tibok, Barangay Bacong, Tulunan, North Cotabato, Philippines

, Tibok Mission Church is one of the newest congregations within

| the East Mindanao Philippines Annual Conference, specifically in
' the Southeast District. It is located in Sitio Tibok, Barangay

| Bacong, Tulunan, North Cotabato, Philippines. This vibrant
mission church serves as an extension of the Tacul United

| Methodist Church in Barangay Tacul, Magsaysay, Davao del Sur.
| The primary focus of Tibok Mission is to serve the B'laan

| community, one of the Indigenous Peoples (IP) of Mindanao,

| through faith-based outreach—helping them to know the Lord,

| serve Him, and serve His people.

As the youngest faith community in the Southeast District, Tibok
il Mission has grown rapidly in just three years. Its membership has
already surpassed 100 individuals, with worship attendance rising

- “from an average of 46 in 2024 to 83 in 2025. Reaching this
remote mission requires an arduous journey of nearly 5 to 6 hours from the Tagum City District
Parsonage in Davao del Norte to Bacong, Tulunan, North Cotabato. This trip often includes a 30 to
40-minute walk through mountainous terrain under extreme weather conditions, ranging from
scorching heat to sudden downpours.

Despite these challenges, the mission is profoundly fulfilling. We have the opportunity to share
blessings and provide vital support to Lumad children and their families, many of whom face serious
hardships. Most of our members are farmers who rely on meager earnings from cultivating root
crops. After tending their fields, some seek additional income through rubber tapping or driving
habal-habal (motorcycle taxis). Sadly, due to low income, many families face malnutrition, and some
children are drawn into child labor to help support their households.

In the beginning, members of the IP community held worship services in the modest home of
Pastor Rodel Pilis, our dedicated mission pastor. Their worship space, made of bamboo and a
thatched roof, provided a simple but essential gathering place. However, during heavy rains, both
the congregation and children would get soaked while worshiping. When we visited to distribute post
-Christmas gifts in January 2024, we experienced such heavy rainfall, leaving many children and
parents wet as we gathered in the simbahay (house of worship). Witnessing this, | prayed fervently
for generous hearts to sponsor the construction of a proper church building for this community.

In March 2025, God answered our prayers through church members from La Verne UMC who
opened their hearts to help build a church for the Tibok community. My heart overflowed with
gratitude, believing this was a divine response to our prayers. Construction soon began, though not
without trials—heavy rains and flooding damaged roads and made them impassable. These
challenges tested our faith, but we remained steadfast, trusting that the Lord was with us in this
endeavor until the church could be completed.

The new church is being built with durable hardwood and concrete, though much work remains. Our
vision is for Tibok Mission Church to serve not only as a worship center, but also as a gathering
place for the community, a training space for tribal leaders, and an educational facility for children.




TIBOK MISSION CHURCH CONT...

In the past, our IP church members worshiped in the ! o m -
simbahay, where heavy rains made gatherings uncomfortable
and difficult. Now, thanks be to God, they have a proper and
comfortable place of worship. Their joy is immense, for their
long standing prayers have been answered—made possible
through your prayers and financial support.

On behalf of Tibok Mission Church and its members, | extend
heartfelt gratitude to our outreach partners at La Verne UMC,
and to all our beloved sisters and brothers in Christ who have
generously sponsored this project. Your support has been a
tremendous blessing in building a house of worship for those
seeking God’s mercy and grace.

This mission church stands as a living testimony to God’s
enduring faithfulness. It reflects the devotion of our IP
members, the dedication of our church workers, and the
compassion of partners who have poured their hearts into this
work. Every contribution, large or small, has played a vital
role in transforming this vision into a sanctuary where peace,
learning, and fellowship flourish.

As we continue on our journey of faith, let us remain united in
our mission to glorify God and serve our community with
love, compassion, and devotion. Together, we advance His
kingdom. To God be the glory!

Pastor Jaynard L. Gujol

* District Superintendent
EMPAC -SED
CY 2024-2025

“As we press forward toward the completion of the Tibok Mission

Church, let's remember that we are not merely constructing a church

building—we are creating a sacred space where lives will be

. transformed, heartfelt prayers will be answered, and God’s name will be

S g , _ glorified for generations to come. It is our hope that this Tibok Mission
By ¢ Church will become a beacon of hope and a nurturing environment for

~ all who seek solace and spiritual growth.” DS Jaynard Gujol




CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

GWEN LEONARD CELEBRATES 99 YEARS!

Gwen Leonard, a long time member of our LVUMC

family, celebrated her 99th birthday, at her new residence

at Claremont Place, with several of her dearest friends. DeeDee
Taylor, Bjorg Elonai, Barbara Jackson, and Alma Roberts were
able to join in the celebration. During her years with us, she has
taught the Sunday Morning Bible Study, Chaired the United
Methodist Women, and held just about every office available in
the church, including the Chair of Administrative Council. Gwen is
as sharp as ever, though limited by partial loss of hearing

and vision. Her delightful sense of humor is still evident. "God
bless you Gwen as you travel toward 100.”

OUTREACH CELEBRATES!

Bjorg Elonai reports that Outreach has received a $500 Grant to help with our filling and
distribution of Food Baskets for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Outreach is also happy to
announce that our Free Clothes distribution will resume on September 6, after a short Summer
closure.

Thanks to Daniel Magtoto, there is now a “Clothes Chute” on the north wall of the shed. A sign
on the preschool fence will direct you. Now all those clothes that have come in through the
chute need sorting and folding. Watch the Midweek Update for times you can come and fold,
during the last two weeks of August.

Help is needed September 5, at 8:30 AM, to set out the clothes and on September 6, at 8:00
AM ,for helping with the distribution.




LA VERNE UMC WELCOMES OUR NEW MUSICAL DIRECTOR

By Rubin Domingo (Chairperson of the Staff Parish Relations Committee)

La Verne United Methodist Church is filled with joy as we welcome our new musical director, Miss
Jennifer Neuner, into our church family. She is a gifted musician and a true God-given blessing to
our congregation.

Jennifer graduated summa cum laude from Life Pacific College with a Bachelor of Arts in Biblical
Studies and a minor in Music and Worship. She brings with her more than 20 years of experience
as a musical director and also teaches piano, voice, guitar, and ukulele.

Beyond her musical talents, Jennifer is a lifelong Disney fan. She knows all the words to the Disney
princess songs—even as an adult! Most of her dresses and purses are Disney-inspired, and you
can easily spot her car in the parking lot covered in Disneyland bumper stickers.

Jennifer is also an avid reader who owns nearly 2,000 books, including some dating back to the
1800s. She typically reads around 100 books a year. Feel free to ask her what she’s currently
reading—she’ll be delighted to share! One of her favorite pastimes is bringing a book to Disneyland,
where you’ll often find her at the Red Rose Tavern in Fantasyland with her nose in a book.

She is also a cancer survivor. After undergoing treatment at the end of 2023, she has been cancer-
free since the beginning of 2024. As her hair grows back, she enjoys wearing wigs—so don’t be
surprised if you notice her hair color or length changing from time to time!

Jennifer has been a full-time musician her entire life. She has played piano for 25 years, guitar and
ukulele for 15 years, and has been singing for as long as she can remember.

She shares,

“Music has always been part of my soul and the language of my heart. | am truly honored to serve
as musical director here and excited to share both new and familiar music with the congregation. |
am so grateful for how welcoming and kind everyone has been, and | love being part of this church
family. If you ever have a song request, please let me know—I’d love to incorporate it into our
services!” — Jennifer Neuner




CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

A SCHOLARSHIP THANK-YOU LETTER FROM PHILIPPINES

Good day, | hope this message finds you all in good health and high spirits.

| want to express my deepest gratitude to La Verne United Methodist Church for awarding me this
scholarship. | am truly honored to be selected and sincerely thankful for your generosity.

This scholarship eases the financial burden of my seminary tuition fee and allows me to focus more
wholeheartedly on my academic pursuits. Thanks to your support, | can devote more time to my
ministry, church activities, and community service. Your investment in my education inspires me to
strive harder toward my goals.

This scholarship carries great encouragement and affirmation. It reminds me that | am not alone in
my seminary journey—that my church family believes in me and is supporting me in pursuing my
dreams. That sense of community and encouragement means more than words can express.

As | move forward, | remain committed to honoring your generosity. | will continue to work diligently
in my ministry. Inspired by the spirit of La Verne UMC, | will seek opportunities to serve others—
whether through volunteer work, campus ministry, or other community initiatives and | hope to one
day give back to the church and community that have given so much to me.

Thank you once again for your kindness, prayerful support, and investment in my future. Your
generosity not only supports my education—it nurtures my spirit and confirms my call to serve.

| will be graduating on August 28, 2025. And | promise that | will repay your help with full service to
the people of God. Wishing you all abundant blessings, peace, and joy.

In Christ’s love and gratitude,

Pastor Ryan Santos Carpio

FALL ALL CHURCH YARD SALE SET FOR SEPTEMBER 20

Many have been asking, “When is the next Yard Sale?” Well, it is happening soon, Saturday
September 20. We need everyone to help with this project.

1) Clean out your cupboards and bring the good new or used items to the church beginning
September 15. Please do not bring before the 14th, we simply do not have space for
storage.

2) Come down during the day and help sort items as they arrive.
3) Come early Saturday morning, September 20, to set tables and items out in the yard.

4) We welcome household items, clothes, tools, garden items, office and stationary items,
children’s toys, books, etc. But, NO FURNITURE,




THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Mission of the Church is the task given by God to the
people of God. We have been entrusted with His grace,
and we are called to pour it out for others. To live
generously is to extend His name by sharing God’s

: blessings to every corner of the earth—Dbringing both
tangible help and the hope of Jesus to those who need it

{ most.

% As God’s people, and as members of a connectional
church, we are able to accomplish His purposes in this
world. Our local church, La Verne United Methodist Church,
in collaboration with the General Board of Global Ministries,
has extended our mission outreach to the

following:

e Mary Johnston Hospital — A nonprofit United Methodist mission hospital in Manila that provides
medical care to the less fortunate. LVUMC has contributed financially to its improvements and
renovations.

e Wesleyan University — A United Methodist school in Cabanatuan City, Philippines. We provide
and sponsor financial assistance to their Theological Graduate School programs.

e Shekinah UMC — A mission church in Mabalacat City, Philippines, where LVUMC contributes
financially to outreach programs and church building improvements.

If you are interested in supporting these mission efforts, please visit the website of the General
Board of Global Ministries and search for the links for Mary Johnston Hospital and Wesleyan
University, along with their corresponding Advance numbers.

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY RESUMES STEPTEMBER 7
BY ALMA ROBERTS

| am very grateful that | have been given the opportunity to facilitate the Sunday Morning Bible Study for
the past many years. | must confess that | have enjoyed the more relaxed schedule on Sunday morning
during the Summer months, at the same time | miss the sharing of ideas and questions that help us all
grow in our understanding of our faith.

The Fall Unit is STRUGGLE, PERSEVERANCE, HOPE. My “gardening self” immediately could identify.

I look at a weed-filled patch here on our Church campus and proceed with attacking the struggle. Then
when I’'m ready to quit, perseverance steps in and | find hope as | precede to completion. | know many
of you can also identify.

September Unit is “The Women of Genesis”
October Unit is “Urgent Message from God”
November Unit is “Letters for Learning”

Student Books are available in the Narthex (entryway). Current participants have their names on a book.
The unnamed books are for you who are interested in joining the class.

The September lessons focus on Sarah, Hagar, Rachel, and Leah. Their stories lay a foundation for
understanding the next four which focus on the prophet Jeremiah. The final four lessons come from the
brief epistles at the end of the New Testament. | hope you’ll consider joining us.
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