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From the Shadow of Survival to the Light of Purpose
A Pastoral Reflection for Eastertide

Dear beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in this beautiful season of Eastertide.

We stand together in the light of the empty tomb. This light reminds us that God is always
bringing new life out of what once seemed finished. Our God does not create endings; instead,
God offers resurrection, renewal, and hope that cannot be contained.

In this sacred season, | invite you to think about a simple but important question: Why do we
exist as a church?

Are we here to maintain what we have? To keep the doors open and the lights on? Or are we
called to something deeper and more alive?

The truth of Easter tells us this: the church was never meant to just survive. We are called to live
with purpose, joy, and faith that reaches beyond ourselves.

Our Heartbeat: Worship and Praise

Everything begins with worship. When we gather with sincere

hearts, praying, singing, and listening for God, our faith is

renewed. Worship is not just something we attend; it is where
.., we meet the living God. As our worship deepens, so does our
W1 strength as a community. Our Calling: Nurturing the

" Next Generation

Our children, youth, and young adults are not just the future of
' the church; they are a vital part of the church today.

Their energy, questions, and faith remind us that God is always
at work among us. When we teach, guide, and walk alongside
them, we plant seeds of faith that will grow for generations.
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Our Stewardship: Caring with Faith

We also have responsibilities, like caring for our buildings and managing our finances. These
can feel heavy at times. Yet even here, God invites us to see differently.

Our church property is more than just walls and roofs; it is a sacred space where lives are
touched and community is built. Our financial challenges are not just obstacles; they are
opportunities to trust God more deeply and to practice faithful stewardship together.

A Faithful Choice

As a church, we stand at an important moment. This is not a moment of fear but a moment of
decision.

Will we focus only on maintaining what is?
Or will we step forward into what God is calling us to be?

Easter reminds us that we do not live in the shadow of the tomb. We walk in the light of
resurrection.

Therefore, we were buried with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so we also might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

So let us move forward together:
» Growing in heartfelt and alive worship
* Nurturing our children and youth with love and intention,
and walking alongside our young adults as partners in ministry
* Trusting God in every challenge we face

Let us be a church not defined by survival but by purpose. Let us be rooted in Christ, filled with
hope, and open to the new life God is always giving.

May the risen Christ guide us, strengthen us, and lead us forward together.

With love and grace in Christ,
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LENTEN BOOK STUDY OFFERED ANSWERS

Each year as Easter rolls around, we ask, “Why did Jesus have to die?” He was a good man,
God’s son, doing such good work, just think of what he and the disciples could have done
working together for a few more years. For six weeks before Easter about 12 of us explored this
question with the help of a book of the same name, by Adam Hamilton. We wrestled with 6
possible answers.

First we learned that the conditions on the ground were leading to a crucifixion. Jesus had
truly upset the leaders, the priests and Pharisees, and even the Roman political leaders were
getting upset at the thought there might be another “king” that the people were following.

Next we explored “penal substitution” When there is a crime, there is punishment. The crime is
our sin, and Jesus becomes the substitute for our punishment. Jesus offers himself sacrificially.

The Jews had experienced God’s delivery from the Egyptians, symbolized by God’s telling his
people to kill a lamb and use that blood to protect them from the angel of death. Against that
backdrop, Jesus becomes the new Passover, representing a new Covenant.

Hamilton introduced us to the words “objective” and “subjective as a way of understanding the
different answer to the question. The first three chapters dealt with objective ways to explain
why Jesus had to die. The last three chapters dealt with more subjective answers - theories of
atonement. We learned that the word atonement can be understood by taking the word apart,
at-one-ment with God.

The Cruciform life is one where we put others first and service ADAM HAMILTON
is primary. - : —

Jesus did not die because God required his death before God
would forgive us our sins. No! Jesus’ death shows us what
true sacrifice is; the story of Jesus is a love story. When
experienced it draws us to God, leads us to repentance,
transforms our heart, and compels us to live a life of selfless
love. Each of us was left with the task of forming our own
answer.
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OUTREACH

Outreach gives out clothes every first Saturday of the month on our La Verne United Methodist
Church campus. The number of guests ranges from 25 on rainy days to 54, with many “regulars’
and some new faces. Numbers continue to grow by word of mouth, flyers and emails to various
agencies through the help of “Sowing Seeds for Life”. In addition to giving out clothes to our own
community, we have been able to send some to the Philippines and Africa through the help of
several of our Church members. Excess clothes are brought to the vets.

i

We receive a generous amount of clothes weekly, but are always in need of men’s clothes of all
sizes. Thanks to the volunteers who gave been generous of their time and efforts to sort and
fold the clothes received on the days of distribution or pre-arranged days in the month.

We provided 20 food “baskets” for Thanksgiving and another 20 for Christmas 2025. Each of
these baskets feed families of 5 or more individuals for a total of about 100 people. This
outreach program could not be accomplished without the generosity of each Church members
and Boy Scouts brining canned goods and monetary donations.

Outreach regrets the passing of our beloved Sister in Christ Barbara Jackson who was an active
Outreach committee member, dependable, committed and always graciously greeted our guests
as they signed in on the clothes distribution day.

Let’s keep striving to reach out to those in need in our community and beyond!
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF BARBARA JACKSON

Barbara Jackson was a quiet blessing in the life of the
church. She did not seek attention, and she never asked
for recognition. Yet, over the years, her faithful presence
became something many of us came to rely on more
than we realized.

Barbara cherished her privacy, but she opened her
heart widely. She showed her love not through grand
speeches, but through small, steady acts of kindness—
listening carefully, offering encouragement, and making
room for others. She had a way of helping people feel
seen and welcomed, simply by being herself.

She believed deeply in working together. Whether it was
worship, service, or fellowship, Barbara understood that
the church is not built by one person alone, but by many
people faithfully serving side by side. She carried this
belief into everything she did, always ready to support, cooperate, and strengthen the
community.

One of the gifts many will remember most is her smile. It was gentle and sincere, a quiet
reminder that joy does not need to be loud to be real. Week after week, Barbara participated
diligently in worship—present in body, attentive in spirit, and faithful in heart. Her
commitment was not occasional; it was lifelong.

Until the end of her days, Barbara remained devoted to her church and to the people within
it. Her life reminds us that faithfulness is often lived quietly, that love can be shown simply,
and that the most lasting impact is made through consistency, humility, and grace.

We give thanks to God for Barbara Jackson—for her life, her service, and her enduring
example. Though she has gone from our sight, the spirit she shared continues to guide us
as we love one another, work together, and worship with grateful hearts.
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SPRING FLING 2026

Dance & Music for a Cause

On the evening of May 23, 2026, from 5:00 to 9:00 PM, our church family and community
are invited to gather in the church yard between the buildings for a joyful and meaningful
celebration—Spring Fling 2026.

This special night is more than just an event. It is a time of worship, fellowship, and
shared purpose. Together, we will enjoy uplifting praise and worship, a delicious dinner,
live music, and dancing—all in a warm and welcoming atmosphere inspired by our theme,
“Flowers and Butterflies,” spiritual renewal, beauty, and new life.

As we celebrate, we also come together for a greater purpose. All proceeds from the
evening will support important church beautification projects, including replacing the
sanctuary carpet and making much-needed updates to Marshall Hall. Through this event, we
are investing in the life and future of our church.

Tickets are $30 for adults and $15 for children, with dinner included.

Come and be part of a night filled with joy,
connection, and generosity !
Bring your family, invite your friends,
and join us as we celebrate, give, and grow together!

From the “Fling Spring” Ministry Team

THE ONE WHO PLANTS A GARDEN, WORKS HAND IN HAND
WITH GOD!

Alma Roberts

I've always liked that statement, perhaps it is the reason | enjoy something as mundane

as weeding. Our church occupies a very large and mostly beautiful campus. However, there
are times when weeds seem to have the upper hand. So we are extending an invitation to
you if you are willing and wanting and able- bodied to work in the yard to let us know and we
can direct you to where it is needed, get the necessary tools, and buckets for the waste. The
Faith Garden especially needs watering so if that is your thing there is a need for you there.
Contact Daniel Magtoto or Alma Roberts.
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